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CAB Issues Two Feeder Decisions 

Rocky Mountain and Florida 
case rulings indicate nation- 
wide network will be ap- 
proved Page 7 


"Verdict" On Scrap Due Today 

WAA to open bids on 32,- 
000,000 lbs. of aluminum from 
salvaged aircraft, determining 
its market value Page 8 

★ 

Unification Campaign Pressed 

Developments indicate back- 
ers feel fight is by no means 
won despite endorsement 
from Truman Page 9 


First C ruisair Sr. Is Delivered 

Four-place Bellanca family- 
type plane has many qualities 
long considered desirable; list 
price is $5,375 Page 13 


WAA Won't Resort To 'Dumping' 

Agency agreements seen key 
to speedy surplus liquidation; 
Mollison seek greater industry 
participation Page 19 


New Texas Cargo Line Booming 

Slick Airways, headed by 
son of famous wildcatter, is 
backed by oil millions, has 
top-flight personnel. . .Page 25 


Airline Capitalization Rising 

Expected to rival railroad 
stock issues soon; proposed 
AA 5-1 split may herald other 
dilution moves Page 28 


Pogue S Successor: James M. Landis, dynamic Harvard Law School dean, who has 
been selected by President Truman to succeed L. Welch Pogue as chairman of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board after Pogue’s resignation in June. Dean Landis, who has 
developed a course in international and domestic air law at Harvard and built up an 
aviation law library there, will bring to the Board an extensive economic background. 
He has held numerous government administrative posts. (Story on Page 32) 


TWA Outlines Foreign Pacts 

Reveals details for partici- 
pation in operation in Ethio- 
pia, Iran, Latin America and 
Italy Page 33 
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CAA’S REPAIR BASE— Chances of CAA's obtaining 
Congressional authorization and appropriations for its 
repair base as originally envisioned are believed to be 
waning. National Aviation Trades Association's Region 
III last week went on record against it, several Demo- 
cratic Representatives have indicated they will oppose it 
on the floor if the committee votes it out. More damag- 
ing to CAA's plans is that the General Accounting Of- 
fice has rendered an informal and unofficial opinion that 
CAA can enter into annual or semi-annual service con- 


COMPETITION VS. COMPETITION— Scheduled 
intrastate airlines, as well as prospective interstate 
feeder lines — which have been assailed by trunklines 
as offering unnecessary competition — now are worried 
by competition from non-scheduled operators. Some 
canny non-scheduled operators have been studying 
briefs and other data submitted to CAB by intrastate 
and feeder applicants. Then they set up service be- 
tween the heaviest traffic-generating centers. Point is 
that at some later date they might go before CAB and 
claim prior operating rights. 



CONTRACT TERMINATION— There will be no 
new civilian agency to take over the Government's 
end of termination settlement. Settlement will remain 
with the services. The Office of Contract Settlement 
will disappear and in the reorganization the remain- 
ing functions will go to the Office of War Mobiliza- 
tion and Reconversion. The Office of Contract Set- 
tlement has laid down termination policy with 
procurement agencies the operational organizations. 

AT-11 PRICE — War Assets Corp. was worried for a 
while over criticism of the price range on surplus AT-11 
twin-engine Beech trainers — S17,500 to S25,000 — in 
view of the fact that of approximately two-score pre- 
viously sold the highest price was $15,000. Being ex- 
plained now is that former sales were of non-flyable 
AT-ll’s, and that prices were based on condition. 

AAF TECHNICIANS — Fast-moving technological 
trends have prompted the Army Air Forces to select a 
group of officers, preferably technicians or engineers 
with combat experience, to attend leading universities 
this year. Approximately 70 officers will be named 
for the first class and about 500 additional will be se- 


MUST PURCHASE — War De- 
partment and War Assets Adminis- 
tration have agreed that no aircraft 
company will be dispossessed from a 
plant in which it is working on a 
Government contract. However, it 
is pointed out that the Department's 
approval of the Republic lease was 
negative instead of positive, and that 
the only sure way not to "jeopar- 
dize” Government production is for 
the company to buy the plant. 
Further, the Department ducked the 

ing its views on leasing of the plant. 


U. S. CHAMBER OPPOSES— One of the main rea- 
sons CAA announced for establishing its own repair 
base was that it took too much time to get three bids 
for every job costing more than S100. The GAO ruling 
would wipe out this excuse. The U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce also has taken issue with CAA, citing the pos- 
sibility of making annual contracts, and has sent letters 
to Administrator Wright and to Rep. Louis Rebaut 
(D-Mich.), chairman of the subcommittee which is 
expected to act next week on CAA's request for an ap- 
propriation to set up the repair base. 


SURPLUS PLANTS— The first request for "prefer- 
ential treatment" in the disposing of a surplus aircraft 
plant to an aircraft company has been handled, but the 
industry still wonders just what that treatment is. In the 
Surplus Property Administration's report to Congress 
on surplus aircraft plants, it was stated that special 
treatment would be given to an aircraft company only 
on formal request by the Army or Navy. Republic Air- 
craft applied for War Department approval to a lease 
on its Farmingdale plant. The approval was in this 
form: the War Department has no objection to the sale 
of the plant to anybody provided it did not jeopardize 
delivery of War Department supplies. 


AVIATION NEWS • April 8, 1946 


WASHINGTON OBSERVER — 3 





a combination that’s 


Plane Penned 



the 0-235-C is a dependable 
engine for a dependable plane 


For safe, sure flying, insist that your 
plane is "powered by Lycoming." 

Reliability! Before any Lycoming earns its 
wings, it must pass 3200 rigid inspections, 
undergo all known laboratory tests and then 

for hours. You kno wyou can rely on a Lycoming. 


LYCOMING 



PRODUCT 


AIRCRAFT 

ENGINES 


>r free booklet on the 0-235-C Eng; 
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News at Deadline 


Non-scheduled Parley Called 

First major meeting of non- 
scheduled cargo and passenger 
carriers in the U. S. has been sched- 
uled for April 15 at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, by the 
Institute of Air Transportation, 500 
Fifth Avenue. Representatives of 
some 75 contract carriers are ex- 
pected to attend the session where 
government regulations will be dis- 
cussed and possibilities of group 
purchasing, uniform bills of lading, 
joint maintenance facilities and a 
public relations program will be 
explored. 

NATA Group Opposed CAA Base 

Region III of the National Avia- 
tion Trades Association, meeting in 
Chicago last week, went on record 
— (1) against establishment by 
CAA of a repair base, (2) for re- 
organization of NATA into state, 
rather than regional units, (3) 
against CAA’s proposed regulation 
change which would permit one- 
half of required dual time for a 
private certificate to be given by an 
unrated instructor, (4) in favor of 
the national president of NATA 
calling a meeting of the board of 
governors to recommend curricu- 
lum for flight training for veterans, 
and a guide to standard rates. 
Fund-raising campaign through an 
increase in dues (Aviation News, 
Feb. 18) did not get to a vote, al- 
though it was tacitly approved by 
officers. 

Personal Plane Conference Set 

A joint meeting on personal air- 
craft of CAA and the Aircraft Re- 
quirements Committee of the Air- 
craft Industries Association will be 
held in Washington at the Shore- 
ham Hotel May 6-8. Tentative 
topics of discussion include cer- 
tification procedures, design re- 
quirements according to Part 03 of 
Civil Air Regulations and flight test 
procedures. 

Landing Aids Project Mapped 

A joint landing aids research 
center will be set up May 1 at the 
Navy’s Areata, Calif., experimental 
station with the Army, Navy, ATA, 
Commerce Department and Radio 
Technical Commission for Aero- 
nautics co-operating in work on 
all-weather flying problems. 



► Well on the road to recovery from post-war jitters, the seven major airframe 
plants of the West Coast aircraft industry had well in excess of 3600,000,000 in 
backlog orders, military and commercial at the close of the year's first quarter. 
While the companies have issued no formal announcements of their position as 
of April 1, the following backlog estimates are made by Aviation NEWS: 

Lockheed Aircraft Corp., Si 30,000,000 military and $57,800,000 commercial, 
plus $43,300,000 in conditional contracts and options. 

Douglas Aircraft Co., $116,000,000 military and $167,000,000 commercial. 
Northrop Aircraft, Inc., $53,000,000 principally military and including a rela- 
tively small amount of commercial aircraft modification. 

Boeing Aircraft Co., $111,000,000 combined military and commercial. 
Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp., $22,000,000 in commercial transport 

Neither Convair nor North American Aviation. Inc., will discuss the current 
value of military backlogs, which cover several still-classified experimental projects 
and may have a total value in excess of $100,000,000. Similarly, no information is 
available on Ryan Aeronautical Co.’s backlog. 

► Indications are that the system set up with considerable industry hope last year 
assigning U.S. civil air attaches to key foreign countries will be reshuffled. At 
present. State Department officials say that while aviation specialists will be 
assigned to problems of various foreign areas, the men will be based in Wash- 
ington. The set-up may be taken out of the Department's Aviation Division and 
actual foreign contacts turned over to experienced consuls throughout the world, 
directed from here. 

► Cessna Aircraft Co. is considering sale of its Hutchinson, Kansas plant. It 
has already received several bids. 

► Feederline applicants are showing active interest in the new Lockheed Salltnt, 
but do not expect any deliveries until 1947, leaving the new Beech D18C as the 
only feederliner in the Saturn class which is likely to be ready this year. 

► Industry observers in Canada report Fairchild Aircraft, Ltd., Montreal, has 
designed a small freight transport especially designed for Canadian bush opera- 
tions. It is powered with a Pratt & Whitney engine. Trial flights are scheduled 
for early summer. 

► Kingman, Ariz., site of the largest surplus aircraft center in the country, with 
slightly more than 7,000 aircraft, soon will be expanded to 15,000 planes, accord- 
ing to western surplus agency officials. Probably no more than 10 percent will be 
sold. Those of potential military utility will be preserved in long-time storage. 
The others will be reduced to scrap, with parts salvaged. P&W 1830-43 power 
plants already have been removed from B-24s, and are on sale at from $67 to $600 
each. An engine in good condition can be modified for about $1,000 for DC-3 
installation, surplus authorities say. 

► Airmail has been speeded considerably in certain sections of the country since 
Second Assistant Postmaster General Gael Sullivan levied heavy fines on at least 
two airlines for off-loading or delaying pickup of mail at heavy passenger traffic 

► Consolidated Vultee denies reports that production of the Stinson Voyager will 
be transferred from Wayne, Mich. Officials said recently that ultimate plans call 
for producing up to 16 Voyagers a day at Wayne. Payroll there was last reported 
at approximately 1,600. Company's development group, formerly known as the 
Stout Division, now is headed by Joe Gwinn, and will remain in San Diego. 

► One of the world's largest aircraft engine dynamometers capable of absorbing 
nearly twice the power of present types, is under construction at the East Pittsburgh 
works of Westinghouse Electric. Of the combination eddy-current and d-c electric 
type, the new design consists of two 850-hp d-c generators and two 3,000-hp 
eddy-current brakes, all coupled to a single shaft. One of the generators may be 
disconnected and used to test small engines, if desired. Whereas present dynamom- 
eters in wide use can absorb only 4,000 hp, this new unit will handle up to 
7,700 hp. The customer for this equipment has not been announced. 
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YOU’LL SHIP IT B.F.B.* 

with Packet-Proved Economy 


More'of your freight will be sped *By Flying Boxcar in 
the age of "flying freight” which is now at hand for 
an air-minded nation. 

For Fairchild ingenuity in design and engineering has 
wrapped up in the cargo-carrying' "Packet” the essen- 
tials for successful air freight operations — speed, econ- 
omy, low-cost maintenance and operation. 

The "Packet” is the first airplane designed specifically 
to carry cargo. Its low direct operating costs of less 
than 7 cents a’ ton-mile for a 500-mile trip challenge 
rates for other forms of cargo transportation! 

The 1916 model of this Army Air Force-proved 
freighter incorporates all the latest improvements in de- 
sign and construction. Electrically operated landinggear, 


exhaust heating of wings, tail and fuselage, excellent 
stall characteristics are but a few of its advanced features. 

Carrying up to 9 tons of freight in its unobstructed, 
box-like interior, the "Packet” can be loaded and un- 
loaded with ease through split-tail doors at the rear. 
These open up to the full width of the fuselage. A for- 
ward cargo door permits quick access to "up-front” 
freight, and the horizontal floor, studded with recessed 
tie-down rings, is at convenient truck floor height. 

In the "Packet”, cargo operators and prospective 
cargo operators have a plane ready-made for their pur- 
poses. Like all Fairchild products, it offers "the touch 
of tomorrow in the plane of today.” 

Write for complete details on the "Packet” today. 


hair child Hirer aft 

Division of Fairchild Engine & Airplane Corporation, Hagerstown, Maryland - 
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Rocky Mountain, Florida Cases 
Assure National Feeder System 

CAB decisions in first two of 1 1 proceedings indicate local needs 
will be secondary to desirability of establishing nation-wide net- 
work; three temporary new certificates issued. 

By CHARLES L. ADAMS 


Forging the first links in a Na- 
tion-wide system of feeder lines, 
the Civil Aeronautics Board has 
granted three-year temporary cer- 
tificates to three new carriers in the 
Rocky Mountain and Florida areas 
and established principles which 
assure local service with trunk line 
connections to scores of small cities 
never before provided with sched- 
uled air transportation. 

The new air lines set up by the 
Board in its first two decisions in 1 1 
regional feeder cases are Ray Wil- 
son, Inc., Denver, Colo., Summit 
Airways, Inc., Laramie, Wyo., and 
Orlando Airlines, Orlando, Fla. The 
Board also authorized new stops 
and route extensions for Western 
Air Lines, Inland Air Lines and 
National Airlines. 

► Augurs Well For Future — Scope 
of the route authorizations, especial- 
ly the unanticipated certification of 
a feeder in the Florida area, augurs 
well for applicants favorably rec- 
ommended by examiners in the 
West Coast and New England cases, 
which are due for early Board ac- 

► Board Application Seen — Assur- 
ance that the new feeder service; 
were not granted simply because of 
conditions peculiar to the Roc' 
Mountain and Florida areas was 
unmistakable in the Board's state- 
ment of guiding principles covering 
all feederline applications. 

“We believe,” the Board said, 
“that we should authorize a reason- 
able amount of local service 
throughout the United States on an 
experimental basis. This will per- 
mit the development of actual 
traffic experience, non-existent now. 
which can be used effectively as a 
guide in making any future addi- 
tions to this service.” 

► Will Be On Strict Probation — CAB 
made clear, however, that the ne> 


leederlines would be on strict pro- 
bation. In limiting new certificate 
to carriers which show the best 
expectation of success at a reason- 
able cost to the government, and in 
specifying that the operations must 
show justification for continuance 
after the experimental three-year 
period, the Board said; 

“We cannot emphasize too 
strongly that the carriers authorized 
to operate such services will be 
expected to be on a constant search 
for methods of achieving economies 
in operations” ... in order that 
they may not become increasingly 
dependent on government mail 
subsidies. 

► All Have Experienced Backers — 
All of the newly certificated feed- 
erlines are backed by men with ex- 
tensive experience in fixed base 


Faction Came Slowly 

Until the recent award of 
certificates of convenience and 
necessity in the first CAB re- 
gional route case decision, only 
one new line had been author- 
ized to start operations since 
the board was created. 

That was Essair, Inc., whose 
Texas route, also under a three- 
year temporary certification, is 
wholly within that state. The 
latest certificates are the first 
the board has granted to new 
carriers for interstate operation. 
Aside from Essair, the national 
route pattern represents exten- 
sion of routes certificated un- 
der the automatic “grandfather” 
clause of the Civil Aeronautics 
Act of 1938. 


operations. Ray Wilson, president 
and majority stockholder of Ray 
Wilson, Inc., which will operate 
five routes extending from Denver 
to Salt Lake City and Albuquerque, 
has been engaged in various aero- 
nautical activities in the vicinity of 
Denver since 1929. 

In 1935 he started a flying school 
and additionally conducted aerial 



These 2,500 once-mighty Flying Fortresses lined up at Kingman, Ariz., 
surplus depot to await the wrecker are a graphic demonstration of the 
speed with which t varcraft become obsolete. Only a few years ago they 
were the terrors of the skies, now they are good only as scrap. 
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photographic surveys and charter 
services. Three years later his busi- 
ness was incorporated as Ray Wil- 
son, Inc. In 1941 the activities of 
Ray Wilson, Inc., were suspended 
and Wilson became a partner in the 
Wilson-Bonfils Flying School at 
Chickasha, Okla., which carried out 
a cadet training program for the 
Army Air Forces. 

> Will Increase Capitalization — 
Funds and equipment of the Wil- 
son-Bonfils Flying School will be 
available for the feeder operation, 
and authorized capital of Ray Wil- 
son, Inc., will be increased to 
$500,000. 

Wilson last week told Aviation 
News that the hopes to activate 
several routes with one round-trip 
daily in time for vacation travel this 
summer. He said that while twin- 
engined Beechcrafts were originally 
chosen for the service “something 
bigger” may be used instead. 

> Summit Given Three Routes — 
Summit Airways, which has been 
certificated for three routes extend- 
ing north and west from Denver to 
Billings, Mont., and Salt Lake City, 
was organized in 1941 by the late 
Charles W. Hirsig, II, to conduct 
aviation activities, especially pilot 

On the death of Hirsig last year, 
his majority stock interest in Sum- 
mit was purchased by Fred M. 
Manning, an oil executive. Exist- 
ing facilities and personnel of Sum- 
mit’s fixed based operations will be 
used as a nucleus for the feeder 
service, with about $260,000 to be 
spent for five Beechcrafts and mis- 

► Florida Line Formed in '44 — 

Orlando Airlines, which will have 
routes in northern Florida connect- 
ing Orlando with Tallahassee, 
Gainesville and Jacksonville, is 
headed by Thomas E. Gordon. A 
pilot who engaged in aeronautical 
activities at Columbia, S. C., after 
World War I, Gordon acquired the 
Cannon Mills Airport near Orlando 
early in 1944 in the name of Florida 
Aeronautical Supply Co. In March, 
1944, he organized Orlando Airlines, 
an intrastate charter service. 

He intends to begin operations 
using four, single-engine, three- 
passenger Fairchild F-24’s, later 
switching to twin-engine Beech- 
crafts. 

► Details Given — Details of the new 
routes and additional authoriza- 
tions to existing carriers made by 
CAB in the Rocky Mountain case 





Scrap Aluminum 

In the first major test of the 
market for aluminum scrap ob- 
tained from surplus aircraft, War 
Assets Administration was to open 
bids today (April 8) on 32,000,000 
lbs. This amount is practically the 
entire supply of aluminum scrap 
expected to be available, and bids 
will be accepted for future de- 
livery. 

While surplus officials for months 
have been contending that scrap 
from combat aircraft would find 
a ready market, persons familiar 
with the metal and metal-fabricat- 
ing industry have been skeptical. 
They point out that the metal in 
airframes is an alloy, not pure alu- 
minum, and that reclaiming the 
aluminum might be uneconomical. 


"Verdict” Today 

In addition, there is the question 
of whether the supply of airframe 
scrap will exceed the demand, thus 
exercising a depressing affect on 

► Demand Brisk For Small Lots— 

Under regulations established by 
the old Surplus Property Adminis- 
tration, floor price for the alumi- 
num scrap such as being offered 
now by WAA is 2.5 cents a pound. 
WAA reports that the demand for 
small quantities at that price has 
been brisk. 

Whether the 32,000,000 lbs. can be 
sold at that price, or whether 
some will have to be held back 

can be absorbed, is the question 
the bids are expected to answer. 



$10,000,000 AOA Loan 

American Overseas Airlines has 
negotiated a $10,000,000 loan with 
eight banks to finance purchase of 
new four-engine equipment, Har- 
old R. Harris, vice-president and 
general manager, has announced. 


Lend-Lease Deal Will 
Return Many Planes 

Terms of the recently-concluded 
lend-lease settlement with Great 
Britain are expected shortly to 
bring back into the United States 
sizable quantities of some surplus 
aircraft that are in demand and in 
flyable condition. Under the terms 
of the agreement, Britain must put 
returned planes into condition, and 
fiy them back to this country. 

One example is 1,000 PT-26’s 
now in Canada. All will be sent 
back to this country. The 11 C-54’s 
loaned to Britain have been re- 
turned, as have 500 other transports. 
► Details of Deal — Approximately 
6,600 aircraft were involved in the 
settlement of $532,000,000. For that 
sum Great Britain receives: (1) 
full title to 72 Douglas C-47 trans- 
ports for use on civil airlines; (2) 
full title to 600 C-47’s, 25 Beech 
C-45’s, and 18 Consolidated C-87's 
on provision that when they be- 
come surplus to British military re- 
quirements they cannot be trans- 
ferred to any other nation without 
U. S. consent: (3) the lease of 671 
C-47's for a total of 7,213 aircraft 
months. The sales were effective, 
and the leases began last Sept. 2. 

The lease on any aircraft can be 
continued beyond the agreed term 
at the rate of $333.33 per aircraft 
month. The 72 transports for the 
civil airlines were figured at a cost 
of $20,000 each, while the 600 C-47’s 
were priced at $15,000 each. Cov- 
ered by the lend-lease settlement 
were 2,576 transports, 3,916 train- 
ers, 63 liaison, and 60 flying boats 
and amphibians. 
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Service Unification Advocates 
Intensify Educational Campaign 

Developments indicate backers feel fight is by no means won, 
despite Truman endorsement; Joint Air Defense Conference 
talks favor it as Navy withdraws its speaker. 


Advocates of unification of the 
armed services feel the fight is by 
no means won, despite Presidential 
endorsement, it is strongly indicated 
by a campaign which is growing in 
intensity to present arguments 
favoring unification to the public. 

Three developments point up the 
heightening vigor of the campaign. 

► One is the election of F. Trubee 
Davison as president of the Air 
Power League (Aviation News, 
March 25) and the replacement of 
Executive Director Howard Angus 
by Col. Jacob Smart. 

Smart, an AAF veteran who was 
in charge of primary training ac- 
tivities by contract schools early in 
the war, is reported to have been 
suggested for the post by the AAF 
high command. 

► Another is the activation of the 
Citizens Defense Council which is 
rapidly completing its organization 
and is expected shortly to reveal 
its entire program which will 
favor unification. 

► The third was the recent Joint Air 
Defense Conference, sponsored by 
the National Aeronautic Associa- 
tion, which was billed as an impar- 
tial appraisal of the merits of uni- 
fication, but during which noted 


speakers pleaded in favor of it. 

► Truman's Proposal Is Presented — 
President Truman's Army-endorsed 
unification plan was presented, but 
the impartiality of the conference 
collapsed when the Navy withdrew 
its speaker on the Eberstadt plan 
(which would create a third cabinet 
department, for air, coordinating 
the three in a national security 
council) for "reasons beyond the 
Navy’s control.” 

► Indorsed By Small — Certain as- 
pects of the Eberstadt plan, however, 
were endorsed by J. D. Small, chief 
of the Civilian Production Adminis- 
tration, who saw in the National 
Security Resources Board proposed 
by Eberstadt a medium for speedy 
industrial mobilization in time of 

He reviewed the difficulties prior 
to the establishment of the War 
Production Board and asserted a 
need for some peacetime agency 
which would be the nucleus of some 
future WPB. 

The method of handling research 
under the Eberstadt plan was 
criticized by Dr. Vannevar Bush, 
director of the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development. He de- 
clared any scientific body must be 


Leasing Dropped 


Leasing of surplus transport 
aircraft will be discontinued 
effective July 1, War Assets Ad- 
ministration announced last 


week. Some 250 leases are now 
in effect, but these will not be 
affected, nor will leases in proc- 

Announced reason for dis- 


have served their purpose: to 
make surplus transports quickly 
available to the airlines during 
the initial stages of reconver- 

plus officials who felt they were 


dustry. It was pointed out that 


port for five years, wear it out 


available, return a useless and 
nonsaleable plane to the Gov- 


► Disliked By Officials— Leases 
on all surplus property are 
frowned on by the present chief 
of surplus disposal on the grounds 
that a lease merely delays final 
disposition of the property. This 
view is reflected in WAA’s an- 
nouncement of the discontinu- 
ance of aircraft leases: “leases 
. . . merely pxolong the disposal 
operation." 


so constituted as to be able to re- 
solve differences arising within it- 
self. Bush recommended the 
Army's .unification plan as being 



NEW NORTHROP CAMERA PLANE: 

Based on its war-famous Black Widow Northrop Air- 
craft has developed the F-15 Reporter, versatile 440- 
mph.-plus camera plane. Designed during closing 
phases of the conflict and war-late in production, the 
plane showed so much promise in high and low-alti- 
tude photography that a $7,500,000 contract for 175 
units was given and now is being filled. The basic de- 
sign mounts six cameras, and alternate arrangements 


will permit the mounting of eleven different types of 
cameras. What is said to be the largest piece of plexi- 
glass ever blown gives the Reporter a massive bubble 
canopy providing the platie's two-man crew 360-de- 
grees vision. The plane has a range exceeding 4,000 
miles, and a ceiling in excess of 35,000 ft. It is pow- 
ered by two Pratt & Whitney R-2800-C engines 
equipped with turbosuperchargers. 
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the best proposal insofar as re- 
search is concerned. 

► Eaker Gives Keynote Talk— Lt. 
Gen. Ira C. Eaker, keynoting the 
conference in place of W. Stuart 
Symington, assistant secretary of 
War for air, who was ill, gave a 
four-point formula for security. 
First must be professional diplomacy 
—diplomats reared and educated 
with the same effort put into rear- 
ing sailors and soldiers: second must 
be a central intelligence agency — 
“we did not have good intelligence 
early in the war:" third must be 
adequate military organizations to 
support the United Nations Organi- 

cfase UNO breaks down: fourth 
must be to teach the country a 
proper brand of patriotism — 
"people are putting their own in- 
terest ahead of the national 


Midway Returns 

The 45,000-ton aircraft carrier 

Navy's "Operation Frostbite" 
after testing equipment and 

C °The Midway carried Chance 
Vought Corsair fighters. Curtiss 
dive bombers. Grumman Hell- 
cats and one helicopter, the first 


and Capt. Herb 


dicated they had 


questions propounded by the 
operation and that the expedi- 


► Stresses Research — In the military 
organization which finally emerges, 
Eaker wants the emphasis to be on 
research and development. He 
warned that if engineering is to 
continue on an adequate scale, the 
Federal Government must do it. 
“The second weapon,” he said, “is 
almost useless.” 

Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hurley, 
former ambassador to China, 
criticized the Army, Navy and Air 
Force for not getting together and 
presenting a plan of unification to 
Congress. He declared the armed 
forces should be reorganized and re- 
equipped in the light of the changed 
concept of national defense brought 
about by rocket inventions and the 
control of atomic energy. 


Spang Joins Colonial 
H. Heinrich Spang, CAB exam- 
iner since November, 1943, and 
formerly with 
the Board's Eco- 
nomic Bureau, 
has resigned to 
become assist- 

dent of Colonial 
Airlines. He 
will establish 
executive offices 
in Washington 
and is located temporarily in the 
Shoreham Building. Colonial, which 
inaugurates its new Washington- 
Montreal-Ottawa route April 15, 
also will open a Washington city 
ticket office shortly. 




HAULING DOWN THE FLAG: 


The Special Devices Division of the Navy Office of Research and Invention 
has moved its headquarters from Washington, where hundreds of training 
aids were developed during the war, to the old Gould estate at Sands Point, 
Long Island, N.Y. Present at the "decommissioning" of the old plant were 
(left to right) Rear Admiral H. G. Bowen, ORI chief; Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy John Kenney ; Rear Admiral Louis de Florez, ORI deputy chief 
and founder of Special Devices; Capt. D. L. Hibbard, Special Devices direc- 
tor; and the building guard who lowered the flag at the ceremonies. 


CAA, State Officials 
To Continue Sessions 

A continuing series of regional 
meetings with state aviation offi- 
cials has been inaugurated by CAA 
to assure cooperation in the preven- 
tion and punishment of reckless fly- 
ing. Two important by-products are 
expected to be the strengthening of 
the National Association of State 
Aviation Officials, and better rela- 
tions between CAA regional ad- 
ministrators and operators. 

Three meetings have been held, 
and the fourth was to be held at 
Atlanta late last week. At the close 
of each session, arrangements have 
been made for quarterly confer- 
ences in the future. The first meet- 
ing was held in New York last 
month, with another later in Min- 
neapolis. 

► New Group Set Up — The other 
meeting at which CAA was repre- 
sented, was called in Enid. Okla., by 
representatives of five state aviation 
commissions and resulted in the 
formation of the Association of 
Southwest Aeronautical Officials, 
which will become affiliated with 
NASAO. 

The program is an outgrowth of 
the long negotiations between 
NASAO and CAA on the proposed 
model state aeronautics act (Avia- 
tion News, Feb. 11). and a policy 
defining spheres of activity and 
control of the Federal and state gov- 
ernments. Under a tentative agree- 
ment reached at a Washington con- 
ference in February, the states will 
undertake the policing of private 

less flying. 

► Final Session Set— What is hoped 
to be the final conference on this 
subject is scheduled for Washington 
late this month. CAA hopes to 
complete the regional discussions 


House OK’s ’Port Bill 

The House has approved the 
conference airport measure pro- 
viding for a $1,000,000,000 air- 

action on the bill is scheduled 
for early this week. 

While most observers felt that 
Senate acceptance of the bill 
was assured, Sen. Owen Brew- 
ster (R., Me.) said he would 
“point out” that the method of 
channeling funds laid out in the 

versed" the method approved 
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Harlan Ellis Resigns 
Hamilton Sales Post 


Sales Manager to enter personal 
business; C. L. Burgess named 
aide to Frye; Manning to sit on 
ACT board. 


Several changes in the sales de- 
partment of United Aircraft Corp.'s 
Hamilton Standard Propellers divi- 
sion highlighted personnel news an- 
nounced last week. 

► Harlan M. Ellis (photo) has re- 
signed as sales manager of the firm 


ant West Coast 
representative of 
United Air- 
craft Service 
Corp., has been 



ager to direct contact work with 
airlines and manufacturers for new 
installations, while William P. Hux- 
ley has been named assistant sales 
manager in charge of orders and 
sales contacts. No immediate suc- 
cessor to Ellis is being named. Wil- 
liam H. Habicht of the propeller 
division’s engineering department 
replaces Estes on the West Coast. 

pointed assistant to Jack Frye, pres- 
ident of TWA. Burgess formerly 
served as executive and special as- 
sistant to the assistant Secretary of 
State for Administration and the 
Foreign Service, and also as deputy 
executive secretary of the UNO 
Conference in San Francisco. While 
in the Army. Burgess was aide to 
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, chief of 
staff to Gen. Eisenhower and now 
Ambassador to Russia. 

► Merrill M. Manning of Cadwala- 
der, Wickersham & Taft, has been 
elected to the board of directors of 
Air Cargo Transport Corp. 


Menasco to List on Curb 
Menasco Manufacturing Co. of 
Burbank. Calif., will take immedi- 
ate steps to list its stock on the New 
York Curb Exchange. Currently it 
is listed on Los Angeles and San 
Francisco exchanges. The New York 
listing was authorized at the com- 
pany's recent board meeting, during 
which all directors were reelected 
and John M. Templeton, New York 
City, president of the investment 
counseling firm of Templeton, Dob- 
brow & Vance, was added to the 



CONSTELLATION'S "BAGGAGE CAR”: 

Lockheed says its new “ Speedpak " cargo container (Aviation News, 
April 1) makes it possible for the airliner to carry an additional load equal 
to the payload of a two-engine transport and at the same time obviate long 
delays in cargo handling. It was developed as the answer to how to in- 
crease the plane’s capacity after performance tests showed it could operate 
safely at gross weights in excess of design. The "Speedpak" can be pre- 
loaded, wheeled under the plane and lifted into position in two minutes by 
self-contained electric hoists (below). It cuts the plane’s speed about 10 
mph. First deliveries will be to TWA. 



Walter A. Hamilton Dies 
Walter A. Hamilton, a nationally- 
known figure in airline mainte- 
nance, died recently at Kansas City. 
Hamilton was superintendent of 
maintenance for TWA until 1939 
when he resigned to become a field 
representative and then a member 
of the board and manager of the El 
Segundo plant of the Douglas Air- 
craft Co.. Inc. Last fall Hamilton 
rejoined TWA as special assistant 
to the executive vice-president. 

’Copter Proceedings Start 
Two parallel proposals to carry 
airmail by helicopter between post 
offices and airports in the Los An- 
geles metropolitan area are sched- 
uled for prehearing conference to- 
day (April 1). The case, which 
includes the dockets of Southwest 
Airways Co. and Los Angeles Air- 
ways, Inc., represents the first con- 
solidation of helicopter applications 
before CAB examiners. Post office 
officials have encouraged the appli- 
cations by stating that post office- 
airport service by plane in the Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and New 
York areas would be helpful. 
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Accommodates . . . 

DC-3, DC-4, DC-6, M202, M303, 
Constellation and Constitution 

* One man can move and handle this well bal- 
anced, stable fueling ladder, including gassing and 
fueling services. Its versatility has made it increas- 
ingly popular with many of the major airlines and 
airport operators. 

CHECK THESE CONSTRUCTION FEATURES 

1. Heights from 6'7" to 16' 

2. Made of steel tubing 

3. Roller bearings in front and rear wheels 

4. 8-inch casters with molded tires in front 

5. 12-inch molded tire wheels in rear 

6. Operation— Hand winch with double 
drum and double cable 

7. Safety-tread steps 

8. Rubber bumpers made of sponge rubber 

9. Automatic safety locking pin and dogs 

10. Sheave holding hose is raised with stand 

11. Fairlead holds nozzle of hose 

12. Weight, approximately 600 pounds 



S rile lor the "HAMMOND PACIFIC PLAN"-a valuable analyse of Weil Coail production. Prices quoted on request. 


HAMMOND MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


(Formerly Pacific Fabricating Company) 
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First Bellanca Cruisair Sr., Listed 
At $5,375, Delivered to Dealer 

Four-place plane has many qualities which analysts and private 
flyer polls have agreed are desirable in family-type craft, includ- 
ing 1 50-mph. cruising speed. 

By ALEXANDER McSURELY 


Jim Johnson, operator of the 
Springfield, Mo., Flying Service, 
took delivery last week on the first 
production four-place Bellanca 
Crusair Sr. 

G. M. Bellanca, head of the com- 
pany, turned over the plane to 
Johnson, but not until he had per- 
sonally checked it. The diminutive, 
Italian-born manufacturer had his 
men lift up the tail so the plane 
was in flight position, sighted along 
the wings, and gave the plane his 


► Meets Many Demands — A study of 
the Cruisair Sr. which sells at a 
list price of $5,375 shows the plane 
has many of the attributes which 
analysts and polls of flyers have 
agreed are desirable in a family- 
sized plane, including: 

► Cruising speed of 150 mph. (actu- 
ally 153.6). 

I Electric starter, generator and 

► Retractable landing gear (oper- 
ated with a crank which actuates a 
torque tube and chain drive). 

► Accommodation for four average- 
sized adults without undue squeez- 
ing (rear seat is 40 inches wide). 

► Built-in provision for radio and 
radio compass, including a loop 
aerial inside the fuselage behind the 
cabin, and a ceiling speaker. 

► A slow stalling speed quoted at 
45 mph. in the preliminary specifi- 


cations, but which is actually much 
nearer 40, according to Chief Test 
Pilot Herbert Venable. 

► Flaps, operated by a lever, which 
have a 43-degree maximum deflec- 

I Good forward visibility, achieved 
by plexiglas one-piece windshield, 
and full-cantilever low-wing de- 
sign. 

The buyer, for the list price, gets 
a fixed-pitch propeller, and doesn’t 
get a radio. It is believed that few 
purchasers will balk at the extra 
cost of a radio and an Aeromatic 
variable pitch propeller which are 
optional, and which of course add 
materially to the plane’s utility. 

I Interior Is Comfortable — Interior 
fittings offer comfort which is com- 
ing to be expected in the post-war 
airplanes but which has been too 
often lacking heretofore. Dual 
wheel controls are provided and 
the attractive instrument panel, 
shock-mounted, has the following 
standard instruments: compass, air- 
speed, tachometer, oil temperature, 
oil pressure, fuel pressure and elec- 
tric fuel level gauges. Baggage 
compartment is behind the rear 

The plane’s wing is the excellent 
Bellanca “B” airfoil, and to it is 
attributed much of the plane's good 
performance. It is of wood con- 
struction, with 15 full ribs and 15 


CAA Recordation Jam 

More than 10,000 unfilled ap- 
plications for aircraft registry 

eertification and recordation 
section it was disclosed last 
week when John T. Morgan ap- 
pealed for elimination of spe- 
cial inquiries concerning cer- 
tificates by phone or by personal 

Action on improperly-sub- 
mitted applications will be de- 
layed in favor of those correctly 
prepared, he added, saying the 
section was reorganizing its flow 
of work, preparing a new single 
form combining ownership cer- 
tificate and bill of sale, and 
seeking other shortcuts to catch 
up with the increased volume of 
registrations. 


former ribs in each half-wing, cov- 
ered with plywood. Making and 
assembling the many pieces in 
each wing is the main fabrication 
job on the airplane, since the fuse- 
lage is a conventional steel-tubing 
fabric structure. 

► Production Plane — The New 
Castle, Del., plant expects to turn 
the planes out at the rate of one a 
day in April, gradually stepping 
up to a maximum, with the present 
line, of about five a day. 

Not an inconsiderable factor in 
the plane’s potential is the backlog 
of experience of its manufacturer. 
Guiseppe Mario Bellanca designed 
and built his first airplane, a two- 
place pusher biplane, in 1908 in 
Milan, Italy, and his second plane 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1911. 

Bellanca planes have played an 
important part in aviation record- 
making down through the years, 
and have been known particularly 
for their efficient wing design and 
load-carrying ability. 

► Based on Pre-War Plane — The 
The Cruisair Sr. is a development 
of the pre war Cruisair, which in 



I—. M 




Bellanca “Cruisair Sr.”: Flight picture and interior portation. The plane's standard color scheme is tier- 
sketch of the Bellanca Cruisair Sr., show the plane as milion and cream with blue grey upholstery. List price 

achieving luxury standards in four-place aerial trans- is $5,375, not including radio or Aeromatic propeller. 
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First Bellanca Delivery: James C. Johnson, Springfield (Mo.) Flying 
Service (right) receives title to the first post-war production plane built by 
Bellanca Aircraft Corp., New Castle, Del., from G.M. Bellanca, president 
of the company and designer of the plane. 


various models carried two and 
three persons. It is the only air- 
plane which Bellanca is building, 
although a Canadian company has 
been licensed to build the Bellanca 
Skyrocket, a pre-war single-engine 
cargo plane especially suited for 
use in the Canada bush country. 

Air Tours to Canada 
Expected to Increase 

With relaxation of wartime pri- 
vate flying restrictions in Canada, 
the growing stream of United States 
private planes crossing the border 
northwards is expected to reach 
record proportions this summer. 

Canada has few private airfields 
where a private aircraft can land 
from south of the border. All inter- 
national traffic must meet customs 
and immigration regulations in the 
same way as motor traffic. Landing 
at international airports as Malton, 
at Toronto, Dorval at Montreal, 
Windsor, Winnipeg, Lethbridge, 
Vancouver, or Moncton presents 
little difficulty. 

► Customs Officers On Hand — A 
customs and immigration officer is 
at hand most of the day at these 
points where scheduled airlines 

Landing at other airfields, it is 
advisable to wire or telephone ahead 
far enough to allow a customs officer 
to arrive at that airport when the 
plane comes in. Seizure of plane is 
liable if there is no customs officer 
at hand when the aircraft lands. 

► Regulations Outlined — The pilot 

quired to produce a U. S. certificate 
of airworthiness, pilot's certificate 


CAP Financing 

Suggestions for financing 

fered in the detailed post-war 
CAP plan, are based on annual 
assessments of $12 for each offi- 
cer member, and $6 for each en- 
listed member if other methods 
such as air shows and exhibi- 

do not prove sufficient. 

bers does not provide sufficient 
funds, the wing may apply for 
an allotment from a national 
fund, not to exceed $5,000. 

Plans are being developed to 
provided this national fund, pos- 
sibly through a Si assessment 
from each adult member. Any 
balance remaining in the na- 

aid requirements and covering 
tributed annually to the state 


and aircraft log book. Itinerary of 
aircraft while in Canada may be 
requested. 

A plane will be allowed to fly 
anywhere that a Canadian private 
plane may go. but the pilot should 
report in to nearest customs port 
each time he lands in a new area. 
► Business Planes May Be Bonded- 
Aircraft used by business executives 
to visit branch plants of American 
factories, or on business travel in 
Canada, can be bonded in direct to 
the airport nearest its factory, with 
customs officer at that port being 
advised ahead of time. Plane should 
report in at each airport's customs 
officer. 


CAP Post-War Plan 
Outlines Projects 

Efforts to stimulate lagging in- 
terest of senior members of the 
Civil Air Patrol through a program 
of varied activities centered prin- 
cipally around flying appear as the 
immediate principal objective of the 
CAP in its new peacetime status. 

A detailed post-war plan cir- 
culated recently to unit leaders by 
Col. Harry H. Blee. deputy national 
commander, calls for emphasis on 
projects aimed at holding the peace- 
time interest of senior members who 
signed for war duties, at attracting 
interest of air force veterans and 
other flyers, and at keeping the in- 
terest of cadets in CAP after they 
reach the transition age of 18 when 
they would become senior members. 

► Need Emphasized — "A substantial 
body of citizens must be organized 
around the working nucleus of CAP 
officers and cadet instructors to ac- 
complish the broad promotional 
aims of the organization,” the plan 
declares. 

► Suggested senior activities are: 
instructing cadets with credits for 
Army reserve officers who are in- 
structors; standby for emergency 
missions such as search and rescue; 
disaster relief in cooperation with 
Red Cross; mercy missions such as 
delivery of blood plasma, serums, 
etc.; forest patrol, flood patrol; co- 
operation with law enforcement 
agencies; various types of organized 
flying to maintain flight proficiency, 
including navigation flights with ob- 
servers; mass cross country flights; 
breakfast flights, visits to other 
units; air shows, mobilizations, 
practice search missions, etc., and 
purchase of airplanes through or- 
ganization of flying clubs among 
individual units in cooperation with 
commercial operators. 

► Ground Activities — Other activi- 

ties related to the proposed flight 
program include: ground school 

training courses for seniors as well 
as cadets, to make them better 
pilots, with flight scholarships as in- 
centives: establishment or continu- 
ance of statewide CAP radio net- 
works for training and emergency 
communications; marksman- 
ship program in cooperation with 
National Rifle Association; first aid 
and medical studies in cooperation 
with the Red Cross; expansion of 
the physical fitness program; build- 
ing of clubhouses and other facili- 
ties for CAP units at airports; social 
events; competitive sports, hobby 
activities such as photography, ama- 
teur radio, model aircraft, etc. 
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Airport Designation 
Requirement Dropped 

Elimination of the wartime re- 
quirement for CAA designation of 
airports, is seen by aviation ob- 
servers as clearing another obstacle 
in the path toward more airports for 
the private flyer. 

The CAB removed the require- 
ment recently, by repealing Section 
43.8 of the Civil Air Regulations 
which required that all airfields 
used as a regular base by aircraft 
be designated for this use by the 
Civil Aeronautics Administrator. 

► One Affected At Once — The repeal 
provided an immediate remedy last 
week in the case of L. H. Kahl, who 
had been negotiating with CAA and 
with the Interdepartmental Air 
Traffic Control Board for designa- 
tion of an airport in the outskirts 
of Tucson, Ariz. 

Proximity of the field to Davis- 
Monthan Army Air Field, a B-29 
base, caused some military concern. 
Kahl also was encountering opposi- 
tion to his proposed private flyers 
field from some city officials he 
sought to prevent its establishment 
by zoning laws. 

► Already In Operation — While the 
federal requirement is now re- 
moved, Kahl still may have diffi- 
culty with the local zoning ord- 
nances. However it is understood 
that Kahl already had two runways 
and two hangars at his new field 
before the zoning action was begun, 
which would place the airport in a 
state of operation, which presum- 
ably would not be suspended by 
later legal action. 

Lake Littlejohn, chief of commer- 
cial operations section, CAA, who 
has been in charge of the designa- 
tions, said his organization was “up 
to date” on applications for new air- 
ports, which are being issued tem- 
porary designations by inspectors, 
although many of them had not yet 
received permanent designation. 

► Still Subject to Local Laws — He 
pointed out that removal of the des- 
ignation requirement now made it 
possible for any one who wished to 
start an airport, to go ahead with- 
out CAA designation, subject how- 
ever to any state or local laws gov- 
erning airports. 

The designation system, which 
was put into effect to keep a check 
on civil aircraft during the war, 
has no connection with CAA’s 
physical standards for airports, such 
as Class I, II, etc. which are not 
changed. These, however, are rec- 
ommended standards, and are not 
mandatory. 



SEABEE IN FLIGHT: 

A new picture of the four-place 212-hp. Republic Seabee amphibian in 
flight, shows the airplane essentially as it will be marketed in its produc- 
tion version. First production Seabees are expected to be produced during 
the current month, with production mounting steadily toward a goal of 
5,000 during the first year. 


Private Pilot Examiners 
Increased to 1,500 By CAA 

The number of private pilot flight 
examiners with authority to issue 
60-day temporary student pilot per- 
mits has been increased to 1,500 by 
recent appointments, CAA reported 
last week. 

Administrator T. P. Wright also 
has authorized the nine CAA re- 
gional offices to issue temporary ap- 
provals of flight and aviation me- 
chanic schools in order to expedite 
the applications of the schools. 

► Effects Outlined— Under the new 
setup, a would-be pilot may start 
his flight training on the day he ap- 
plies for his temporary student per- 
mit which is subject to replacement 
by a more permanent permit, 
mailed later from the CAA dis- 
trict office. The temporary approval 
of schools makes it possible for an 


institution to advertise itself as a 
CAA-approved school as soon as it 
gets a temporary approval from 
CAA officials in the local district. 

Locning Survey Remarks 
Corrected by Hartranft 

J. B. Hartranft, Jr., secretary of 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots As- 
sociation, has issued a statement 
correcting a previous statement 
with reference to a survey of light- 
plane manufactuerers made by 
Grover Loening, NACA consultant. 

“I find Mr. Loening . . . recom- 
mended extended research to im- 
prove private flying and reported 
that the lightplane manufacturers, 
in general, expressed great interest 
in research and detailed many prob- 
lems on which NACA could be of 
assistance,” Mr. Hartranft said. 

“Any statements by me to the 


Producers Cool To Folding Wings 


nal flying develop- 


manufacturers, £ 
concerned. 


poll o 

planning to ust 
principle on an 
► Republic Holdi 
Aviation Corp. 




early design, 
ing Off — Republic 
which earlier had 
’ be making plans 
>lding wing on its 


Seabee amphibian, does not expect 
to do this, at least on this year’s 
model, a company spokesman said. 
Main reason for manufacturer’s 
disinterest is the added manufac- 
turing costs, for planes which are 
in most cases already more expen- 
sive than they had hoped to pro- 



owners want folding wings, even- 
tually they will get them," one 
manufacturer summed up the 

have had very little indication that 
they cared one way or the other. 
We don’t feel justified in putting 
on another gadget which will raise 
the first cost of the plane.” 
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Briefing For Private Flying 


The story of how Jim Johnson, Springfield, Mo., distributor for the 
Bellanca Cruisair Sr. happened to get the first production model of the new 
four-place plane is interesting. It seems Johnson, who has handled Bel- 
lanca planes for years, was visiting G. M. Bellanca, at his New Castle, Del. 
plant a couple of years ago when Bellanca was hard at work on military 
contracts. "What are you doing about an airplane for the private flyer, 
after the war?” Johnson asked, and went on to tell the slight grey-haired 
Bellanca, "What this country needs is a good four-place airplane, some- 
thing like the present Cruisair, only larger and with more power. One that 
will cruise an honest 150 mph. and have a pretty fair range.” Johnson was 
told afterwards by Bellanca that this talk was the beginning of the com- 
pany’s planning for the Cruisair Sr., and that because of his suggestion he 
was to receive the first production plane as a demonstrator. 

CAA MANUALS— CAA has just published two new aviation manuals 
for the private flyer, "Realm of Flight" dealing with meteorology, and “Path 
of Flight," dealing with navigation. They may be purchased from the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, for 
60 and 10 cents respectively. Designed to supply to the private flyer the 
fundamentals of these two subjects in relatively painless form, the new 
manuals represent a considerable simplification over previous CAA pub- 
lications on the same subjects. "Realm of Flight” contains 32 multi-color 
illustrations showing various weather phenomena, Voluntary study of 
these subjects by private flyers is being urged by CAA since the removal 
of requirements for examinations in navigation and meteorology. 

AERONCA EXPANDS — Expanding its manufacturing facilities, Aer- 
onca Aircraft Corp. has leased 75,000 sq. ft. of space in the former AAF 
modification center at Dayton, Ohio, Municipal Airport. 

HOUSTON AIRPARK PLANNED— Maj. Robert E. Nesmith, of Hous- 
ton, is planning to begin construction within 60 days on a $200,000 pri- 
vate flying center on the Katy highway, near Houston. Plans include two 
3,500-ft. paved runways, administration building, restaurant, tourist 

rooms for new planes and tennis courts. Before the war Maj. Nesmith 
operated Sportsman Field, at Houston, and the Nesmith Aircraft Co., 
which he will re-establish at the new center. 

CAP EDUCATIONAL ROLE — CAP state wing commanders expect that 
ultimately the CAP cadet educational program will serve as an extra-cur- 
ricular activity supplementing the aviation ground school training re- 
ceived by the cadets in their regular high school work. However until 
aviation training becomes more universal in the high schools, CAP heads 
expect to continue ground school courses as part of cadet work in areas 
where comparable courses are not offered in the schools. National head- 
quarters is urging local groups to seek early establishment of aviation 
courses in more schools and high schools. — Alexander McSurely 


effect that Mr. Loening reported 
lack of interest on the part of light- 
plane manufacturers was uninten- 
tional, based on misinformation ob- 
tained from official and usually re- 
liable sources, and is incorrect." 

Carl Friedlander Resigns 
As Aeronca Vice-President 

Carl Friedlander, former presi- 
dent of Aeronca Aircraft Corp., 
Middletown, Ohio, and more recent- 
ly vice-president, submitted his 
resignation as vice-president last 
week and announced he was leav- 
ing the active management of the 
company. He will continue, how- 
ever, on the Aeronca board of di- 

Friedlander also resigned as Aer- 
onca's representative on the Per- 
sonal Aircraft Council of the Air- 
craft Industries Association. His 
brother, John Friedlander, who suc- 
ceeded Carl as Aeronca president, 
will become its new PAC member. 
► Plans New Venture — Carl Friend- 
lander has been with Aeronca 11 
years, and prior to that time, was 
connected with a flying service in 
Texas. He said he was going into 
another phase of aviation, but did 
not indicate what it was. 

Shell Oil Co. Booklet 
Has Valuable Information 

Civilian Wings for Everyone, a 
booklet recently published by Shell 
Oil Co., in the interests of personal 
aviation, compresses within its 40 
pages most of the best arguments 
for learning to fly. 

Besides introducing the non-air- 
man to the airplane in terms he can 
understand, it provides information 
on the steps needed to obtain a pri- 


Dart in Production 

The Applegate Dart (Avia- 
tion News, Dec. 17, 1945) is now 
licensed and in production at 
the Meyers Aircraft plant, 
Tecumseh, Mich., Ray Apple- 
gate, head of the Dart Airplane 
Co., announced last week. The 
Dart, which now uses a 100-hp. 
Continental engine, is available 
for immediate deliveries, Apple- 
gate said. 

The low-wing two-place 

cruising speed of 125 mph., and 
a range of 500 miles. Starter 
and generator are included as 
standard equipment. The plane 
is a new version of the pre-war 
Dart which had a 90-hp. engine. 


vate pilot's license, including a di- 
gest of the information needed to 
pass the written examination. 

► Benefits Seen — R. T. Goodwin, 
manager of Shell’s aviation depart- 
ment, expects the new booklet will 
be of considerable benefit in promo- 
tion of private flying if it is widely 
distributed. Flyers and aviation 
business men will find it a useful 
free addition to their bookshelf. 

Licenses For Foreign Pilots 
Limited pilot certificates will be 
issued to citizens of other nations, 
who can submit reliable evidence of 
sufficient pilot time and aeronau- 


tical experience, under terms of a 
recent amendment to Part 20 CAR, 
put in force by the CAB. The lim- 
ited certificate does not permit the 
holder to carry passengers or cargo 
for hire. 

Oregon Board Approves 
Eight Airport Applications 
The Oregon State Board of Aero- 
nautics has approved eight of 20 
recent applications to construct new 
airports. Two of the fields already 
are under construction. One is an 
“aero-camp” airport at Portland; 
which is to have overnight cabins, 
cafeteria and rent-a-car service. 
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"Yes, my triple-size territory brings me the income 
right now that I've always dreamed of earning within 
the next ten or twelve yearsl And we’re serving new 
areas our big competitor can't go into until he trains 
more field men . . . unless he starts flying his men like 


That's from the young man at the wheel of his Swift . 
He could be the regional sales supervisor of a big 
drug products distributor, the advertising represen- 
tative of a national magazine, a technical field con- 
sultant with a chemical engineering firm ... he could 
be YOU. 

In any traveling job you'll find that flying your new 
Swift will pay off in at least four ways. You can earn 
more money by producing more results ... by spending 


more time on the job, less time "on the road.” You enjoy 
more time at home with the family ... in and out every 
few days, not every few weeks. You lower traveling costs 
and up traveling profits . . . quickly become worth more 
than a non-flying man. As a Swift flying man, you build 

being modern, alert and progressive. 

The Swift helps bring you all these advantages, be- 
cause it is specifically designed as the business man's air- 
plane. It has the range, speed, and airworthiness that 
makes cross country flying safe and easy. It's easy to fly 
and as dependable as your automobile. It gives you 
luxury and looks you'll be proud of anywhere. 

Now is the time to start making your traveling job 
pay off double or triple by flying your Swift. Place your 
order with your Swift Dealer NOWI 
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pert, has joined the firm of Airways 
Engineering Consultants, Inc., 1621 
Connecticut Ave. N.W., Washington. 
Kee served as airway and airport en- 
gineer for American Airlines for 12 


West Indies and Central and South 
America. Most recently he has been 
in Mexico doing consulting work for 
private interests. 


c 


y (photo), just out of 
been named legal of- 
. fleer for the At- 




Dorothy Mills as chief stewardess. 
She was the first PAA stewardess to 
fly the Atlantic and is the only chief 
stewardess in the entire system at 

reau in New York has been trans- 
ferred to the West Coast office under 
Ivy Lee, Jr., before going to Seattle 

reau for the whole Alaskan operation. 


Huly E. Bray has been named di- 
rector of the War Assets Administra- 
tion office of public information, a 
post formerly held by John M. 
Redding. 

Daniel L. Sinkler, formerly with the 
AAF, has rejoined Eastern Air Lines 
as New York district manager. 

John Ilammet has been appointed 
manager of Hawthorne Aero Supply, 
headquartered at Orangeburg, S. C. 
Hammet served 12 years with Ameri- 
can Airlines and later was with Con- 
solidated Aircraft. 


Francis R. Hammack (photo), former 
FBI agent, has been appointed as- 
sistant to the 

PCA S to e direct 

territorial devel- 
opment for the 

Hammack, for a 
time was admin- 
istrative assist- 
ant to J. Edgar 
Hoover, head of 
the FBI. Frederick S. Cowen has 
joined the staff of PCA as district 
sales manager in Washington. He 




Arthur E. Welch has been elected 
vice-president in charge of sales of 
Aireon Manufacturing Corp. after 
serving as comptroller of the Kansas 
City division. He was formerly as- 
sistant treasurer of the Brewster 
Aeronautical Corp., and comptroller 
of the Frigidaire Sales Corp., New 
York. During the war he served as 
resident auditor at the Buffalo plant 
of Curtiss-Wright. 


Sigfried O. Samuelsson (photo), for 
merly Northern regional traffic man 



the New York Board of Trade and 
was recently elected to the office of 
executive vice-president of the newly 
formed Institute of Air Transporta- 


Ben Stern, assistant administrator in 
charge of aviation information for 



of the American Public Relations 
Association. 

Walter T. Bonney has returned to 
Bell Aircraft Corp., Buffalo, as pub- 
lic relations director after two years 
in the Army Air Forces. He succeeds 
John Snure, Jr., who has resigned to 
accept another public relations posi- 


Bertran F. Stcrnfield has been named 
director of personnel for Colonial 
Airlines, Inc. Sternfield has recently 
returned from the Navy where he 
held the rank of commander. 


James P. Farrell (left), New York 
district manager for Eastern Air 
Lines, has been appointed district 
manager for the airline in Mexico 
City, replacing James W. Paige, who 
has received a new assignment. H. 
Massey Brown (right) has been 



named regional field supervisor for 
Eastern with headquarters at Mu- 
nicipal Airport in Charlotte, N, C., 
to supervise operations in that area. 

William C. Greenlaw, a construction 
and electrical engineer for several 
years for American Airlines has been 
appointed supervisor of plant main- 
tenance for the company at La Guar- 
dia airport. 


Floyd W. Carlson, 28-year-old chief 
helicopter test pilot for Bell Aircraft 
Corp., has received the Buffalo Junior 
Chamber of Commerce Gold Key as 
the city’s outstanding young man for 
1945. He was active in developing the 
Bell helicopter and performed the 
first indoor test flight in this country, 

C. C. Gaudio has been appointed air 
express manager at Chicago for Rail- 
way Express Agency. During the 
war Gaudio served as chief of the 
Aircraft Allocations and Plans Sec- 
tion of the Air Transport Command. 


Arthur L. Hewitt 

Western A i r 

quarters in Los 
Angeles. He has 
been district 
traffic manager 
in Los Angeles. 
Hewitt joined 
Western as a 
cargo clerk in 
1940. He now 
assumes charge 


s been appointed 



entire system. 


Brig. Gen. Lawrence J. Carr, former 
commander of the Seventh Bomber 
Command on Okinawa, has been 
elected chairman of the board of 
Trans-Caribbean Air Cargo Lines, 
Inc. He will assume office immedi- 
ately upon receiving his final retire- 
ment papers from the AAF. A West 
Point graduate and command pilot 
he will have complete supervision 

ganized last fall for the purpose of 
transporting freight between the U. S. 
and Latin America. His headquarters 
will be in New York. 
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Agency Agreements Viewed As Key 
To Speedy Surplus Liquidation 

Gen. Mollison asserts WAA will not resort to "dumping” 
methods of disposal, says handling will be speeded, seeks greater 
participation by industry. 

By WILLIAM KROGER 


Agency agreements, under which 
War Assets Administration turns 
surplus material over to normal 
channels of trade for sale, are seen 
as the key to the promise of Lt. Gen. 
Edmund B. Gregory, WAA Ad- 
ministrator, to President Truman 
that a “substantial part" of sur- 
pluses will be liquidated within a 

That promise, taken in conjunc- 
tion with the recent bulk sale of air- 
craft engines to three airlines, has 
given rise to some fear in the air- 
craft industry that in fulfilling its 
objective, WAA would be forced to 
resort to “dumping” aeronautical 
surpluses in any channel for what- 
ever price could be obtained. Such 
a procedure will not be used, Brig. 
Gen. James A. Mollison, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of the aircraft divi- 
sion, asserts in a special statement 
to Aviation News. 

► Aim At Speed-Up — "We expect, 
however, to speed up our disposal 
methods so that aircraft and aero- 
nautical material will be made 
available while still needed," Gen. 
Mollison states. 

“A greater participation by the 
aviation industry in the sale of com- 
ponents, parts and equipment 
through agency contracts is an im- 
portant part of our program. We 
feel that this method of distribution 
through normal channels of trade 
best serves the interests of all con- 
cerned.” 

► Drawbacks Conceded — WAA 
frankly confirms industry reports 
that the agency method of disposing 
of aircraft components and parts 
has not been too productive to date. 
The reason, it is explained, is the 
delay in shipping to dealers the ma- 
terial for which they asked after 
signing the agreements. 

Although the agency agreement 
procedure has been in operation for 
more than a year, items costing 
originally only $29,000,000 had been 
sent to dealers by February 1, 1946. 


However, from that date until 
March 22, approximately $6,000,000 
worth of surpluses flowed to agents. 
Agents' sales have realized more 
than $1,000,000. 

► Items Hard To Locate — The ship- 
ping delay was occasioned by the 
inability of WAA and its predeces- 
sor organizations to locate any par- 
ticular item when it was in demand. 
There is expected eventually to be 
perhaps $4,000,000,000 worth of en- 
gines, components and parts in sur- 
plus. This huge stock is stored in 
AAF warehouses throughout the 
country, but little of it is classified. 
It is being moved to dealers as fast 
as classification permits. 

The original agency agreements, 


negotiated by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp., were on a cost-plus- 
a-fixed-fee basis, and 16 agents 
were signed on those terms. Last 
Fall, the agreement was revised to 
call for an agent's retaining 40 per- 
cent of the sales price to cover his 
expenses. For several months, due 
to the lack of shipments to dealers, 
no more contracts were signed. Then 
the 16 CPFF contracts were can- 
celled, with their holders offered an 
opportunity to sign the newer type 
of agreement. 

► Two Drop Out — Of the original 
16, two companies, Jacobs Aircraft 
Engine Co., and Fairchild Camera 
Co., have not renewed. The Aircraft 
division of Fairchild Engine & Air- 
plane Corp. still is negotiating, and 
Link Aviation Devices, Inc. has 
signed but still is discussing terms 
of its contract. 

With the pipeline to dealers now 
set up, WAA has redoubled its ef- 
forts to boost the number of deal- 
ers. As of Mar. 22, there were 59, 
with 21 agreements under negotia- 
tion, and 36 applications on hand. 
Of the 59 dealers, only 49 actually 
are marketing surplus. The others 
are doing research and experimen- 
tal work in an attempt to discover 
new applications for aviation sur- 
pluses with little civilian market. 

► Novel Engine Conversion Devel- 
oped — Evans Products Co., of Dc- 



GROUNDED POWER: 

Sample of the type of stationary electric power plant designed and built 
by the Evans Products Co., Detroit, with surplus air-cooled aircraft engines. 
Installation is believed especially useful for industrial purposes in tmde- 
veloped parts of the world, such as China. Plant shown was built around 
a Wright R-975 450-hp. engine. 


AVIATION NEWS • April 8, 1946 


PRODUCTION— 19 




"Esso goes into every 
plane stationed at our field!" 


— KNAPP FLYING SERVICE 



Since we fueled the Wright Brothers’ first flight at 
Kitty Hawk in 1903, Esso has been making quality 
petroleum products for aviation. Because Esso Avia- 
tion Products are backed by so much experience and 
never-ending research, pilots know they can depend 
on them. They are sold by over 500 airport operators 
in the 25 states indicated. 
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troit, has made probably the great- 
est strides in this direction. With 
air-cooled engines ranging from 450 
hp. to 1,000 hp. it has been building 
stationary electric power plants. Its 
apparent aim is to concentrate on 
the export market, principally 
China. 

Col. George H. Moriarty, chief of 
the aircraft components sales divi- 
sion, believes it a fair statement 
that WAA agents in the end will 
sell the greatest proportion of com- 
ponents and parts. Few, if any, 
agreements will be signed for en- 

} Would Turn All Over To Industry 

— WAA's ideal would be to turn the 
entire disposal job on components 
and parts over to the industry. De- 
spite the establishment of a mammoth 
warehouse at Cleveland, and depots 
in other parts of the country, Col. 
Moriarty insists that the main func- 
tion at Cleveland will be to ship to 
agents. 

There probably will be small- 
scale sales from there, just as WAA 
in Washington will continue selling 
direct. But the policy will be to 
refer prospective purchasers to 
dealers. 

Jahco Industries To Merge 
With Eisemann Corp. 

Jack & Heintz Precision Indus- 
tries, Inc., has announced plans to 
take over Eisemann Corp., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., manufacturers of mag- 
netos and other products as a sec- 
ond step in the program for broad- 
ening operations. Earlier this month 
a group of individual investors ac- 
quired a financial interest in Jack 
& Heintz, Inc., through the merger 
of that company into Precision 
Products Corp. 

Williams S. Jack, chairman of the 
board of the successor company, said 
that acquisition of Eisemann Corp. 
"will further diversify the line of 
products now manufactured by Jack 
& Heintz Precision Industries, Inc. 
and give the company the additional 
advantage of a ready-made distri- 
bution organization." Eisemann has 
some 700 dealers and distributors. 

3,500th Graduate 

The service school of Hamilton 
Standard Propellers division of 
United Aircraft Corp. has graduated 
its 3,500th student since its open- 
ing in May, 1942. The school, which 
gives training in the operation and 
maintenance of hydromatic and 
controllable-counterweight propel- 
lers, handled some 2.500 Army and 
Navy specialists during the war. 


Model 240 Can Use 
Prop-Jets Later On 

Consolidated Vultee's 40-passen- 
ger Model 240 transport, soon to 
be built for American Airlines and 
Western Air Lines, is the first trans- 
port to be designed for replacement 
of conventional reciprocating en- 
gines by prop-jet turbine engines 
as soon as the latter are perfected. 

The wing is designed for substi- 
tution, without structural modifica- 
tion. of the TG-100 prop- jet turbine 
for the Pratt & Whitney R-2800 re- 
ciprocating engines which will be 
installed initially, or the Wright 
3350C engine which some buyers 
may prefer. 

► Could Use Both Types Together— 

Also, the airplane is designed for 
conversion into a combination twin- 
engine (reciprocating) and twin- jet 
transport by replacing wingtips 
with outer wing sections mounting 
16-in. Westinghouse turbojet en- 
gines at their extremities. 

Present indications are that if the 
TG-100 engine in a commercial ver- 
sion can be developed to deliver its 
full rated thrust of 2,400 lbs. it will 
give the Model 240 a direct flying 
cost of around 60 to 66 cents per 
mile (using kerosene at today’s 
market prices) in contrast with a 
direct flying cost of 79 cents per 


mile employing the Pratt & Whitney 
R-2800 power plant. 

► Jet Still Below Rated Thrust — 
Present indications are that the TG- 
100 is delivering considerably under 
the rated thrust, and until it is fully 
developed no attempt will be made 
to use it in the 240 other than ex- 
perimentally. 

Performance figures estimated by 
Convair for the Model 240 with the 
three engines (R-2800, 3350C, and 
TG-100) are interesting. 

► With the R-2800 the plane is ex- 
pected to have a payload of 11,500 
lbs., a cruising speed of 296 mph. 
at 15,000 ft., and a single-engine 
ceiling of 12,000 ft. 

► Figures for the 3350C engine 
model show a payload of 9,630 lbs., 
317-mph. cruising speed at 15,000 
ft., and 16,500-ft. single-engine ceil- 
ing. 

► Using the TG-100 engine the plane 
should have a payload of 9,850 lbs., 
cruising speed of 353 mph. at 15,000 
ft., and single-engine ceiling of 12,- 
500 ft. 

► Using two R-2800 reciprocating 
engines inboard and two 16-inch 
Westinghouse turbojets on wingtips, 
the airplane’s comparative figures 
become: 7,550 lbs. payload, 354 
mph. cruising speed at 15,000 ft., 
22,000-ft. single-engine ceiling. 
However, the direct flying cost for 
this model becomes $1.30 per mile. 



special nozzle. Thrust of the exhaust when expelled through the augmenter 
is calculated to give the aircraft a speed increase varying between 10 and 12 
mph. Cowl has usual opening in front through which cooling air enters. 
Scoops in the bottom of the augmenter supply heat for de-icing and cabin 
warming. 
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Factory Guaranteed 


The R755-9's are the famous "Workhorse of 
the Air” engines that established such magnificent 
performance records in the twin-engine AT-17’s 
and UC-78’s used in training bomber pilots . . . 
delivered hundreds of hours more than the 600 
recommended by the manufacturer between major 
overhauls — despite grueling service, and more 
time at full throttle than any other service plane 
engines . . . Today, they are working for scores of 
feederlinesand transport services, flying peacetime 
payloads with minimum operational costs. 

In the Jacobs plant at Pottstown, these engines 
have been completely torn down, inspected and 
rebuilt, with new parts installed if required. All 
latest modifications have been incorporated and 
each engine has been checked and run-in on our 
test stands . . . carries the manufacturer’s rebuilt 
guarantee. Available singly or in lots, these 
R755-9’s represent important savings over original 
cost for the engine that will serve dependably with 
less care and lower maintenance costs than any 
other aircraft engine in its rated class today. 
Immediate deli very ... Complete information on 
application . . . Jacobs Aircraft Engine Company, 
Division of Republic Industries, Inc. 


SPECI FI C ATI ONS 

TYPE— Direct drive, seven cylinder uir-cooled radial 
TAKE-OFF RATING— 215 blip at 22(10 rpm 
NORMAL RATING— 223 blip at 2000 rpm (at sen level, 

DRY WEIGHT— 310 lbs., without accessories 
BORE— 3.23 inches STROKE— 5.00 inches 

DISPLACEMENT— 757 cubic inches 
COMPRESSION RATIO— 5 A to 1 
IGNITION — Magneto-battery , rndio-sbicldcd 
OVERALL LENGTH— 39.3 inches DIAMETER— H.0 inches 


AAF Surplus 


JACOBS 

rebuilt 

R755-9’s 


^JACOBS 


Pottstown, Pa. 
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Republic ’45 Sales 
Fell To $222,148,329 

Effect of the end of the war is 
reflected in the annual report of 
Republic Aviation Corp. which re- 
veals 1945 sales as $222,148,329, as 
against peak 1944 sales of $369,593,- 
425, and a year-end backlog of $45,- 
276,000. 

President Alfred Marchev report- 
ed to stockholders that the com- 
pany’s net income after Federal 
taxes amounting to $3,636,074, was 
$1,889,778. This is equal to $1.92 on 
each outstanding share of common 
stock. Net for 1944 was $5,141,440, 
or $5.23 per share. 

► Military Orders are Heavy — Al- 
though Republic has made a bid for 
commercial business with reconver- 
sion of C-54’s, development of the 
Rainbow transport and the Seabee 
personal plane, chief reliance still 
is on military orders. These con- 
stitute $33,698,000 of the total back- 
log. 

Republic’s acquisition for $1,500,- 
000 of Aircooled Motors Corp., 
manufacturers of Franklin engines, 
has assured the company of a pow- 
erplant supply for its personal air- 
craft. In addition, the engine com- 
pany has a backlog of orders 
amounting to $5,864,500. 

► Dividend Unchanged — Marchev 
pointed out that the company paid 
the same dividend in 1945 as in the 
previous year, 50 cents per share, 
transferring $1,474,478 to earned 
surplus which now totals $7,134,937. 

Republic employment, which 
dropped to a low of 3,700 in No- 
vember, now exceeds 6,000. 

Large Number of PBY-5A’s 
Put on Sale in Canada 

Canada’s War Assets Corp. has 
placed on sale a large number of 
PBY-5A Canso or Catalina am- 
phibians not yet available through 
the U. S. War Assets Administra- 
tion. To date CWAC has sold 10, 
one of which already has been con- 
verted and delivered to the Texas 
Oil Co. for use in Colombia (Avia- 
tion News, April 1). 

Noorduyn Norseman single-en- 
gine transports also are available. 
CWAC already has sold 15. Twin- 
engine Avro Anson bomber train- 
ers are being sold for $10 each for 
the airframes. 

► Most Going To Farmers — They 
are going mostly to farmers who 
report being able to use the hy- 
draulic equipment for lifting tables 
on farm combines, the tubing and 
wiring for general repairs. 



Reduction Gear: Engineer exam- 

ines the new light-weight 10- 1 re- 
duction gear developed by the 
Nuttall Gearing Division of West- 
inghouse Electric Corp. to apply 
powerful gas turbines to propeller 

New Wcstinghouse Gear 
Harnesses Gas Turbines 
Nuttall Gearing Division of West- 
inghouse Electric Corp. has dis- 
closed a compact, light-weight gear 
which it is claimed will hasten the 
output of a new type of commei'cial 
airplane powered by a geared gas 
turbine. Having a reduction ratio 
of 10-to-l it will reduce the 12,000- 
rpm. speed of a large gas turbine to 
1,200 rpm. at the propeller. 

Folke Richards, engineering man- 
ager of the gearing division, points 
out that geared gas turbine air- 
planes which harness the power of 
a turbine engine to turn a propeller, 
instead of exhausting a high ve- 
locity jet into the atmosphere as do 
present jet planes, will have dis- 
tinct advantages in economy and 
load carrying ability. 

► Very Light — The new gear, in- 
cluding the propeller shaft support, 
weighs only about l/30th as much 
per horsepower as an industrial 
gear. This new drive consists of 
one set of high speed planetary 
gearing that transmits its energy 
to a low speed planetary gear set, 
all in the same housing. 

New Propeller Firm 
The E. J. Conklin Aviation Corp., 
a newly organized firm, has leased 
quarters and equipment at the Rich- 
mond, Va., Army Air Base to un- 
dertake the development and man- 
ufacture of controllable and 
reversible pitch propellers for light 
aircraft, and of gas turbine engines. 
Immediate plans are to recondition 
and sell surplus aircraft. 


Thompson Products 
Maps Stock Issue 

A registration statement covering 
the proposed issuance and sale of 
40,000 shares of 4 percent cumu- 
lative preferred stock, $100 par 
value, and 75,000 common shares, 
without par value, has been filed 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission by Thompson Products, 
Inc., Euclid, Ohio. 

Proceeds will be added to general 
funds and used in connection with 
the purchase by the company for 
$5,000,000 of the land, buildings and 
some personal property held by 
Thompson Aircraft Products Co. 
under lease from the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. 

► Is Wholly-Owned Subsidiary — 
Thompson Aircraft Products Co. 
was organized as a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the issuer in January, 
1941, for the purpose of producing, 
with the aid of Government-owned 
facilities and Government financing, 
aircraft parts and aircraft engine 
parts in conjunction with the de- 
fense program. 

Additional funds will be spent by 
the company and its subsidiaries in 
the acquisition of machinery and 
equipment necessary in the equip- 
ping of the plant to be acquired, and 
in converting, modernizing and ex- 
panding the facilities necessary for 
the manufacture of peace-time 
products, and in other plants owned 
by the company and its subsidiaries. 

► Will Need More Funds— The pros- 
pectus stated that it cannot now be 
determined how much additional 
funds will be required for this pro- 
gram, but estimated it at approxi- 
mately $3,000,000. It also was dis- 
closed in the prospectus that 
Thompson Aircraft Products Co. is 
continuing the manufacture, pursu- 
ant to orders from certain custom- 
ers, of components for jet propul- 

Unfilled orders of the company 
and its subsidiaries, exclusive of 
jobber orders, were approximately 
$24,000,000 as of Feb. 1, 1946, of 
which $13,400,000 represented or- 
ders for jet propulsion components. 

New Tire Changer 

“Tirematic,” a new manual tire- 
changer developed by the Wats 
Manufacturing Enterprises, 746 
Northwest 31st Ave., Miami, Fla., 
has made complete changes of tires 
on large aircraft in 17 minutes in 
tests at the Pan American Airways 
shops in Miami. 
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Trumps in air travel 


Gracious modern living reaches a climax 
in Boeing's great r\c\v Stratocruiscrs. 
Never before have passengers enjoyed 
such complete comfort in the air— or 
such distance-devouring speed. In the 
time it takes to play a rubber of bridge, 
whole states flash below! 

The entire interior of the two-deck 
Stratocruiser is superbly air and altitude 
conditioned. Fresh air circulates under 
constant temperature control, provid- 
ing comfortable, nonnal atmospheric 


pressure even at 15,000 feet; complete 
comfort during climb and descent. 

Boeing introduced the first pressur- 
ized airliner— the Stratolincr— in 1958. 
During the war the B-29 Superfortress 
was the only military aircraft similarly 
conditioned for crew comfort and well- 
being. From this background Boeing 
will soon offer— in the Stratocruiser— 
altitude-conditioned air-travel comfort 
and pleasure unparalleled by any other 






BOEING 
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SPECIAL AIR SERVICES 


NON-SCHEDULED 


INTRASTATE 


Slick Airways of Texas Brings 
Oil Millions to Cargo Work 

New firm, headed by son of famous wildcatter, already has six 
C-46E’s in service; experienced flight, managerial and sales staffs 
are organized for expansion. 


In sharp c 


“shoe- airline transport ratings. 


g and prayer” beginnings of the pervisory operational capaciti 


average non-scheduled operator, 
Slick Airways, Inc., San Antonio, 
Tex., has entered the cargo business 
backed by oil millions and loaded 
with experienced flight, managerial 
and sales personnel. 

Slick dispatched its first cargo 
flight March 6, and by April 1 six 
Curtiss C-46E's were shuttling fresh 
vegetables, fruit, fish, 


West and Southwest and industrial 
centers around Chicago and the 
East. An additional C-46E (Com- 
mando! will probably be put in 
service every ten days until 10 are 
in operation some time next month. 

► President Is Flyer — President of 
Slick Airways is Earl F. Slick, 85, 
former Air Transport Command 
pilot and son of Tom Slick, famous 
oil wildcatter. 

Other officers are Samuel C. Dun- 
lap, III, former American Airlines 
pilot and colonel with ATC, exec- 
utive vice-president; E. A. Warren, 
at one time with Curtiss- Wright, 
vice-president in charge of opera- 
tions; W. B. Langmore, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales; Charles F. 
Urschel, Jr., treasurer, and Louis 
J. Moorman, secretary. 

► Heavily Backed — Of its authorized 
capital of $2,700,000, a total of $1,- 
110,000 cash has been paid in by 
the organizers of Slick Airways 
without public offering of stock. 
At the company’s own expense, the 
C-46E has been type certificated in 
a category permitting scheduled air 
carriage of cargo. 

Slick has set up complete over- 
haul and maintenance shops 


for cargo carriers in flying news- 
papers and other periodicals but 
believes best prospects for large 
volume in the immediate future 
are in the hauling of perishables, 
which undergo considerable dete- 

try, even with careful refrigeration. 
► Sales Offices Set Up — Slick is well 
aware of the high mortality rate 
which faces non-scheduled carriers 
when the certificated airlines re- 
ceive new equipment and start a 
determined campaign for cargo 
business. To strengthen its posi- 
tion, the company has established 
sales offices in San Antonio, Chi- 
cago, New York, Miami and Los 
Angeles, and special emphasis will 
be placed on long-term contracts 
and business which will keep the 
planes flying with some sort of a 
payload on return trips. 


eight rated pilots who have h 
considerable experience as pilots 
co-pilots with scheduled air car- 
riers. Other pilots with transport — . . — „ 

ratings and ATC experience are Former AAF Flyers Start 
available if and when needed. Nine- Australia-China Service 
ty-eight percent of the entire Suck 

personnel are ex-service men. SYDNEY, Australia (McGraw- 

► Future Plane Outlined — Plans for Hill World News) — Seven former 
the future include scheduled cargo AAF pilots have banded together to 
inaugurate an Australia-China 
aerial freight service. Operating six 
Dakota (DC-3 type) planes, their 
Roy Farrell Export-Import Co. re- 
cently completed its first round-trip 
— from Sidney to Shanghai. Three 
and a half tons of Australian piece- 



NEW LODWICK CONVERSION: 

Interior of the first C-47 converted by the newly organized Lodwick Air- 
Alamo Field, San Antonio, and has cra/t Industries, Inc., Lakeland, Fla., headed by Albert I. Lodwick. The 
arranged for use of airport facili- executive ship has been delivered to W. D. Pawley, V. S. Ambassador to 
ties at Chicago, Los Angeles, New- Peru. This view looking aft from the executive compartment shows a desk 
ark and Miami. Employees number between two seats and (right) the lounge. The work was done in 30 days, 
around 160, including 41 pilots for- the company says. Considerable reconversion work for South American 
merly with ATC and now holding airlines is contemplated. 
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goods carried on the northward hop 
were disposed of to eager Shanghai 
wholesalers within an hour of land- 


public relations consultant; Maurice 
P. Davidson, member and counsel 
of the New York State Power 


'Chutest Reporters? 
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TABLE II 


Airline’s Share Capitalization Due 
To Rival Rail Stock Issues Soon 


Are faced with tremendous capital commitments resulting from 
broad expansion programs; proposed five-for-one split of AA 
common may be example of forthcoming dilutions. 


Airline share capitalizations soon 
will rival the extensive stock issues 
of the railroads. The proposed five- 
for-one split of American Airlines 
common stock will multiply its out- 
standing shares to 6.452,840. This 
total will be exceeded in number 
by only two of the nation’s rail- 
roads: the Pennsylvania with 13,- 
167,754 shares and the Chesapeake 
& Ohio with 7,657.354. 

The airlines are faced with tre- 
mendous capital commitments re- 
sulting from their broad expansion 
programs. This means a continuing 
process of additional financing. 

► AA Plan May Be Typical — The 
American Airlines proposal may be 
typical of the far-reaching dilution 
that may occur in airline equities. 
The five-for-one stock split-up 
gives the stockholders nothing 


TABLE I 



which they do not now have, any- 
more than Eastern stockholders will 
receive added inherent value from 
their proposed four-for-one split. 

Such splits merely broaden the 
market interest in these securities 
and are speculative in character. 

► New Issue Mapped — American 
financing plans call for the creation 
of a new issue of 600,000 shares of a 
convertible preferred stock and the 
issuance of debentures. Some $80,- 
000,000 is expected to be acquired 
in this manner. Now, no new com- 
mon stock is proposed but it is the 
market value of this issue which 
will determine the success of selling 
the preferred stock and debentures. 

To be made attractive, conversion 
privileges are generally attached to 
these new securities. Hence, if any- 
thing, the present American com- 
mon stockholders, instead of receiv- 
ing anything "extra" are placed on 
notice that their equity will be 
diluted. 

► Avco Sale Is Factor — An addi- 
tional indirect factor which has 
served to dampen the initial market 
order for American's common stock 
following the split-up announce- 
ment, is the proposed sale by Avia- 
tion Corp. of the carrier’s shares. 

Aviation Corp. is expected to sell 
about 211,000 shares of American 
Airlines common in compliance 
with a Civil Aeronautics Board di- 
vestment order. These shares re- 
sulted from conversion by the Avia- 
tion Corp. of American's debentures 
about eight years ago. The cost to 
Aviation Corp. is $6.25 per share. 

At present market prices the 
holding company stands to receive 
about $18,990,000 for 211,000 shares, 
realizing a capital gain of around 
$17,700,000. This is a hardship any 
holding company may be willing to 
suffer in submitting to a divestment 
order from any federal regulatory 

► Increase In Shares Is Natural — 
The increasing number of airline 
shares in the hands of the public is 


RAILROAD COMMON SHARES 
OUTSTANDING 



a phenomena which accompanies 
the growth of any industry. The 
similarity to railroad capitalization 
at this stage, however, is very 
striking. 

Table I reveals the common 
shares outstanding or soon to be is- 
sued for all of the air carriers. Table 
II shows the common shares out- 
standing for the country's major and 
representative railroads. It can be 
seen that American and Pan Amer- 
ican surpass most of the railroads 
in potential common shares. East- 
ern and United have promise to 
outscale a wide segment of steam 
carriers as well. 

^Important Distinction — There is 
an important distinction in compar- 
ing the two industries, however. 
The railroads have a substantial 
funded debt preceding their com- 
mon stocks and frequently, pre- 
ferred shares as well. The airlines 
continue, for the most part, to have 
their capitalizations confined to 
common stock. 

It is noteworthy, however, that 
in recent years, railroads reorgan- 
ized through receivership proceed- 
ings, have emerged in strong shape 
with simple capitalizations. The 
Chicago & Northwestern, for exam- 
ple, has only 816,303 shares of com- 
mon and 914.526 shares of preferred. 
This accounts for about 50 percent 
of the total capital structure, the 
balance being represented by bonds. 
A gradual debt retirement program 
is being followed, thus strengthen- 
ing the position of the equity. 

► Opposite True of Airlines — The 
opposite trend is true with the air- 
lines. Debentures, bank loans and 
other credits are becoming more 
prominent in the airline picture. 
Preferred stocks appear but do not 
remain. It is much easier to sell a 
preferred stock than common. Sub- 
sequently, it is hoped that the pre- 
ferred could be retired through the 
conversion route. This has been the 
unchanging pattern. 
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time machine I 


N THESE busy _ days of re- 
conversion and struggle toward full 
attainment of peacetime / production 
a machine that would expand each 
day for your organization’s top exec- 
utives and key personnel would be 
invaluable. 

A twin-engine Beechcraft can't 
change the speed of the clock, but it 
can serve to expand the utility of 
each minute connected with co-ordi- 
nation and liaison, between widely 
scattered corporate operations. 

Assume two plidits 400 miles apart 
and off the regular airline routes. By 
^surface travel a round trip and con- 
sultation '.will/ be at least a tiring 
■'''Sf^hpur affair. By Beechcraft your 
va!tted v executive can spend an hour 
or two.'kr/fiis own desk in the morn- 
ing; 'fly’/400 miles in less than two 
hours, of relaxed travel; have lunch 
and/consult for two hours with the 
L personnel of the other plant; fly home 

? nd be there before the close of the 
usiness day. If desired, he can con- 
" suit and confer with others en route 
or can dictate correspondence while 
in flight. Not only has time been 
expanded in utility, but also the men- 
tal reluctance connected with a tire- 
some trip has been eliminated. 

If you don’t have an airport 
■' near your branch plants it 
usually will be practical to create 
one. Beechcrafts don't need big fields 
or paved runways. We test-flew and 
delivered thousands on a year-round 
basis from a small sod field. 



QUALIFIED DISTRIBUTORS ARE INVITED 
US REGARDING THE BEECHCRAFT SALE! 



WICHITA, KANSAS, U. S. A. 
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LOAN TO BRITAIN 


. . . Investment in World Economic Unity 


C ONGRESS should give swift and confident 
approval to the proposed loan to Great 
Britain. 

Few other issues of foreign policy in the pres- 
ent troubled world lend themselves to such clear 
appraisal of where our National interest lies. 

In simplest terms, the question is whether we 
should extend to Great Britain a credit of $3 :i ,4 
billions (plus $650 millions in payment for lend- 
lease balances ) in return for her promise to re- 
pay principal with interest over a fifty year period 
starting at the end of 1951, and her pledge to give 
the fullest possible support to the kind of world 
trading system which it is the declared policy of 
both the United States and the United Nations 
Organization to promote. 

We Can Afford to Make It 

The sum we hazard is not inconsiderable, but 
financial risks have meaning only when related 
to resources. The line of credit provided by the 
loan will amount, at most, to a claim on 2/5 of 1 
per cent of our gross output for the five to six 
year period over which it may be used. The in- 
terest rate charged, while moderate, is higher 
than our Treasury is paying upon current bor- 
rowings. The risk entailed is well within our re- 
sources as a creditor. In the considered judgment 
of the American and British technical experts 
who thrashed through the intricate accounting 
for three painful months, the amount and terms 
offered will suffice to allow Britain, under rigid 
austerity, to relax her system of foreign trade 
restrictions, and to expand exports sufficiently 
to pay her debt commitments. 

Against the considered risks of extending the 
loan, there must be weighed the certain costs of 
refusing it. Without the loan, Britain has no re- 
course but to maintain and extend the system of 
bloc trading which she adopted under stress of 
world depression and world war. If that is the 
route Britain follows, she will carry with her a 
large part of the sterling area countries — all 
British Commonwealth and Empire countries 
(except Newfoundland and Canada) plus Egypt, 
Iraq, and Iceland— and many of the nations with 
which the United Kingdom has payment agree- 
ments (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Para- 
guay, Peru, Uruguay, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Netherlands, Nor- 
way, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and Turkey). 

Altogether, the United Kingdom’s orbit ac- 
counts for more than half of the world’s imports 


and exports combined. It likewise is crucial to 
the trade of the United States. In the years im- 
mediately preceding the war, the sterling area 
and payment-agreement countries provided just 
under one-half of both the import and export 
trade of this country. 

Russia, of course, will continue to conduct her 
foreign commerce exclusively upon a state-trad- 
ing basis. Before the war, the Soviet Union trans- 
acted only a little more than 1 per cent of foreign 
trade business, but its future sphere of influence 
will be large— conceivably embracing as much as 
30 per cent of total international trade. 

We Cannot Afford to Refuse It 

If the weight of British influence in foreign 
trade is thrown toward the Russian pattern rather 
than toward ours, it is apparent that bloc trading, 
with all of is supporting devices— bilateral deals, 
exchange controls, import and export quotas, 
subsidies, currency manipulations* and the like 
—will be the prevailing pattern for foreign trans- 
actions. 

In self-protection, the United States would 
have no alternative but to conform to the domi- 
nant pattern. We should be forced to form our 
own bloc, and to enter into active economic war- 
fare in bidding for trade concessions against the 
offers of our rivals. How well we would do this 
is problematical. To the game we would bring 
the largest economic potential in the world. But 
our handicaps would be equally impressive. 

First, under a system in which political and 
economic motivations are inextricably fused, a 
democratic nation, and particularly one with a 
tradition of freedom in its domestic enterprise, 
would operate at a great disadvantage. We should 
inevitably be driven toward more and more gov- 
ernment control of our entire economy. 

Second, with a pattern of foreign trade in which 
our exports habitually are greater than our im- 
ports, our bargaining position in international 
trade is much weaker than our over-all economic 
strength would suggest. Under state-controlled 
trading we should still find it difficult to compete 
successfully without resort to loans, and under 
these conditions our loans would be supporting 
a system alien to our choice and interest. 

Third, under a regimented system which made 
economic decisions subservient to political con- 
siderations, it is virtually certain that the volume 
of world trade would shrink. That was the clear 
experience of the nineteen-thirties. Thus, the 
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standard of living in the United States would 
suffer in common with all others, and we would 
be forced into a particularly drastic curtailment 
of certain war-expanded segments of our econ- 
omy, at the very time when a large portion of the 
world is most in need of the products they can 
produce. 

Weighing the Alternative Costs 

In the years immediately ahead it is certain 
that from two-thirds to three-quarters of all inter- 
national trade will be transacted either in pounds 
or dollars. If both circuits are linked in a de- 
termined effort to restore competitive world 
markets, to which buyers and sellers alike have 
access without discrimination, that will be the 
dominant system of foreign trade. If the sterling 
group with its satellites organizes a closed grid, 
our exclusive effort cannot preserve the trade 
pattern that we believe offers most to us and to 
the world. 

No one can accurately measure the costs to 
the United States of refusing the loan and ac- 
cepting the consequences. But unquestionably 
they would dwarf to insignificance the sum risked 
in the proposed credit. We would lose through 
the shrinkage of our trade, through the wrench 
of violent readjustments in our production pat- 
terns, and eventually through the curtailment of 
our over-all output below what it would be under 
an open rather than a closed system. We would 
lose heavily in economic liberty under a pro- 
cedure that can be followed with success only 
by a close regimentation of production as well 

Most of all, we would lose in prestige, through 
demonstrating that we are still unprepared to 
exercise a world leadership to which our giant 
stature as the possessor of almost half of the 
world’s economic capacity entitles us. Once again 
we would be exhibiting to the world political feet 
of clay supporting an economic frame of heroic 
proportions. 

It Is Far from a “Soft” Bargain 

There has been some disposition in this coun- 
try to regard the loan to Britain as a somewhat 
“soft” and generally unprecedented transaction 
that smacks of charity. This is the sheerest 
nonsense. 

In the first place, the kind of economic sys- 
tem we want has never functioned and cannot 
operate now without a lender. For many decades 
prior to World War I Great Britain filled the 
creditor role. In 1913 her foreign investments 
totaled $19 billions, and she not only made such 
transactions pay, but they proved her salvation 
through two grim wars. Her credits helped in 
the industrial development of a large segment 
of the world, including the United States. Of all 
the nations in the world, only the United States 
can assume now the mantle which Britain no 
longer can support. 


In the second place, the terms of our proposed 
loan to the United Kingdom are far from easy. 
Britain put a substantially greater proportion of 
her relatively meager resources into the war than 
we did, and dissipated a large share of her for- 
eign holdings in the process while accumulating 
an outside debt of crushing magnitude. On a per 
capita basis her internal debt is greater than ours. 
Many Britons feel that our proposed loan is too 
small, and its terms too rigorous. If the amount 
proves to be inadequate, we shall have to con- 
sider supplemental aid at a later date. But the 
majority believe that the present offer gives a 
fighting chance to restore the system of world 
trade that we and they both want, and upon which 
the World Bank, the Monetary Fund, and the 
International Trade Organization under United 
Nations aegis are based. It is certain that with- 
out our loan all of this will go by the board. 

In the third place, our proposed loan is far 
from being without precedent. Canada, which is 
linked by far closer economic ties to us than to 
the Empire, already has provided for a loan to 
Britain of $1,200,000,000. This amounts to almost 
a third of what we propose to lend, although 
Canada’s population is less than 10 per cent, and 
her income is little more than 5 per cent of ours. 

Shall the United States Lead or Follow? 

The way to exercise leadership is to lead. 
Nothing could be more futile than to go half way 
toward establishing the economic order for which 
we stand, and then withhold the crucial measure 
that will make it work. Failure to approve the 
loan to Britain will be a clear default of leader- 
ship. Failure to approve it promptly will dissi- 
pate its effectiveness. 

It has been officially stated that the British 
loan is a unique case that will establish no prece- 
dents for further credits to other nations. It is 
exceptional in its importance to our aim. But 
if the United States expects to make its economic 
program the dominant one for world trade, it 
must continue to exercise the creditor function 
without which that program cannot persist. 

The most that we should ask is that future loan 
transactions be scrutinized as was this one to see 
that they offer comparable security and com- 
parable return in support of the program for 
which we stand. 

For the loan to Britain, it can be said that 
never before has one nation had an opportunity 
to gain so much at so little risk as has the United 
States in this uniquely decisive case. 



President, McGraw-Hill Publishing Go., Inc. 
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Choice of Landis As CAB Head 
Seen Strengthening Its Position 

Observers point out that Harvard Law School dean would not 
have accepted nomination if agency were scheduled for curtail- 
ment of authority or merger with ICC. 

By MERLIN MICKEL 


Selection of James M. Landis, 
dean of Harvard University Law 
School, to head the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board after the resignation 
of Chairman L. Welch Pogue is con- 
sidered by some observers as defi- 
nite evidence that President Tru- 
man has no disposition to do away 
with the Board and place its func- 
tions under the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 

They base this conclusion on the 
contention that a man of Landis’ 
caliber and attainments would be 
unlikely to take the post if such a 
change were contemplated. Under 
the reorganization bill passed by 
Congress last December, the Presi- 
dent has broad powers to change 
executive agencies, and consider- 
able pressure has come from some 
quarters for integration of the Board 
with the ICC. 

► May Be Strengthened — Technical- 
ly, CAB is a part of the Commerce 

Department, but actually it has 
more the status of an independent 
agency. The Landis appointment is 
a possible indication that this status 
will be maintained, if not strength- 
ened through an executive direc- 
tive declaring the Board (and Civil 
Aeronautics Administration) a sepa- 
rate. independent authority. 

Others speculate that Landis, 
noted for his administrative ability, 
was chosen to more completely co- 
ordinate and expedite CAB’s vari- 
ous functions, particularly the han- 
dling of route cases. The Board’s 
work is increasing constantly, and 
some dissatisfaction has been ex- 
pressed at delay in disposal of pend- 
ing matters. 

► Will Take Post In June— A 46- 
year-old educator who already has 
interrupted his private career sev- 
eral times to answer calls to gov- 
ernment duty, Landis will return to 
Washington in June to assume the 
Board chairmanship. 

The White House announced last 
week that his nomination would be 


sent to the Senate. Little if any 
opposition was expected. He will be 
designated chairman after confirma- 

► Taught Aviation Law — The nom- 
inee does not have a background in 
practical aviation, though he has 


he had been understanding, sym- 
pathetic and fair. 

► Reaction Generally Favorable — 
Landis was the second chairman of 
the SEC, succeeding Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy. Previously, in 1933 and 1934, 
he was with the Federal Trade 
Commission. He has been Dean of 
Harvard Law School since 1937, but 
since then, among other public 
services, was director of the Office 
of Civilian Defense in 1941-42, and 
from September, 1943, to January, 
1945, was director of economic 
operations and minister to the 
Middle East. 

First reaction in the industry to 
his selection appeared favorable, 
although it was too early for any 
general sentiment to manifest it- 
self. A few individuals at the 
Board and with the airlines were 
skeptical, but one Board member 
who knows Landis well said he be- 
lieved the appointment was excel- 
lent and Air Transport Association 


n course in aviation officials felt the appointee would b 


law, both domestic and ir 
al, at Harvard and h 
development there < 
library. Nevertheless, his legal a 


a capable and just Board chairman. 
► Pogue Anxious to Leave — Pogue's 
term expires Dec. 31, 1947. He has 
been chairman of the Board since 


administrative background should January, 1942. Originally < 


him well. 

His friends point out that he was 
ot a financial man when he be- 
ame a member of the Securities 
nd Exchange Commission in 1934, 
ut when he left in 1937, after two 
years as chairman, the Nation's 


financial i 


onsidered that aviation a 


of resigning by the end of last 
February to return to private law 
practice, he was persuaded to stay 
on a few months longer by Presi- 
dent Truman. He was expected to 
return late last week from Paris, 
where he aided in negotiation of the 


with France. 


Shipping Group Attacks Bermuda Pact 


Almon E. Roth, president of the 
National Federation of American 
Shipping, last week called on Con- 
gress to nullify both the Chicago 


member of the Senate to intro- 
luce legislation explicitly estab- 
ishing the right of U. S. shipping 


He 


before 


have been established. 

Testifying before the Senate 
Commerce Committee, Roth said 
the Chicago and Bermuda agree- 
ments permit foreign carriers to 
engage in operations to the United 


and corporate structure appliei 
U.S. carriers. Specifically, he 
posed the Bermuda-type ag: 


to the United States, while U.S. 
shiping lines are denied the privi- 
lege of engaging in air transporta- 


ommittee. Also urging that the 
Senate require the agreement to 
take the form of a treaty, and then 
refuse to ratify it, were Donald W. 
Hornbeck, counsel for the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Engineers; 
Martin H. Miller, representing the 
Brotherhod of Railroad Trainmen; 
H. W. Brown, president of the 
International Association of Ma- 
chinists; and Lewis G. Hines, rep- 
resenting the American Federation 
of Labor. 

► Cite Wage Differences— The labor 
witnesses took the position that the 
Bermuda agreement was econom- 
ically undavisable since it placed 
American companies in the domes- 
tic transportation field in direct 
competition with foreign operators 
with substantially lower labor costs. 
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AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION ORGANIZATION: 


This new chart shows ATA’s organization as it is set 
up under the Association’s three new top officers — 
Emory S. Land, Robert Ramspeck and Milton W. Ar- 


nold. Copies of the chart, with biographical sketches 
of the three men, have been sent out to top airline 
executives. 


TWA Gives Details 
of Foreign Agreements 

Details of recently-negotiated 
agreements for financial and man- 
agerial participation in Iranian and 
Ethiopian airlines, an increased in- 
terest in TACA and plans for early 
operation of Italy's Linee Aeree 
Italiane have been announced by 
TWA officials. 

Main points of the contract with 
Iranian Airways Co. call for pur- 
chasing approximately 10 percent 
of the carrier's capital stock for not 
more than $100,000 and assistance 
in organizing and operating the sys- 
tem, which may extend to neighbor- 
ing countries. With Ethiopian 
Airways, TWA has complete mana- 
gerial control and a two-year op- 
tion to purchase up to 25 percent of 
the stock for not more than $250,- 
000. TWA’s interest in TACA Air- 
ways, S. A., has been increased to 
$1,650,000, or 27 percent, through 
purchase of $300,000 in convertible 



while, both the Allied Control Com- 
mission and Combined Chiefs of 
Staff have approved resumption of 
operations on Italy's civil airways, 


Ceiling Change Asked 
Domestic airlines have asked 
OPA to permit inclusion of the 

market price regulations on 
fresh fish and seafood, lest vol- 
ume shipments of these com- 
modities be restricted by local 

Suggestions was made by 
Emery F. Johnson, secretary of 
Air Transport Association's car- 
go traffic section, that amend- 

mer on fresh fruits and 

labelling and packaging of air- 
borne produce before shipment 

face-borne products, could be 
applied to salt water edibles. 


permitting TWA to push plans of 
Linee Aeree Italiane, in which it 
has a 40 percent interest. 

► Will Use Converted C-47’s— Using 
C-47's modified in Italy, TWA hopes 
to inaugurate at least token service 
by June 1 on some of the proposed 
14 routes radiating from Rome. 
TWA’s participation in the Italian 
airline has been vigorously opposed 
by British interests. 


Report Urges Freedom 
For Foodstuff Carriers 

Full freedom of development for 
the carriage of agricultural perish- 
ables by air, whether existing pas- 
senger airlines or new contract 
carriers prove to be the better 
means, is recommended by the De- 
partment of Agriculture in a re- 
cently released report by a working 
group of the Interbureau Committee 
on Post-war Programs studying 
conversion of marketing facilities 
and methods. 

Quantity of agricultural products 
that will move as air cargo, the 
group found, depends on five fac- 
tors: air transportation's absolute 
cost and relative cost compared 
with other transportation methods; 
extent to which other marketing 
costs of air-shipped produce can be 
reduced; extent to which air trans- 
portation will cause increase in de- 
mand; the quantity of industrial 
products that will move as air car- 
go; and ground facilities available 
for handling planes and cargo. 

► Volume Expected To Be Small — 
The report predicts that volume of 
post-war air cargo will be only a 
small percentage of the total car- 
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vied by surface carriers, who can 
be expected to rush equipment im- 
provements if the airplane threatens 
a substantial portion of their traf- 
fic volume. 

Test shipments of agricultural 
products made thus far, the Depart- 
ment feels, are only indications of 
what to expect when large quanti- 
ties of produce go by air. 

► Other Findings Listed — Among 
other findings: 





Cargo Carriers Ask 
New Route Concept 

New route concepts for exclu- 
sively cargo operations in conti- 
nental U.S. have been proposed to 
CAB during recent weeks by non- 
scheduled carriers seeking sched- 
uled services. 

Several applications filed with 
the Board contend that basic dif- 
ferences between scheduled car- 
riage of passengers and mail and 
scheduled carriage of property only 
require consideration of a more flex- 
ible route structure for the latter. 

to carry over into scheduled service 
part of their accustomed freedom 
from rigid timetables and itiner- 

► Area Permit Asked— Slick Air- 
ways. San Antonio, Tex., has asked 
the board to grant a certificate per- 
mitting service to a number of 
cities in specified areas rather than 
to points along a rigidly-defined 

Experience has shown. Slick 
states, that such authority is re- 
quired to enable a cargo carrier to 
serve bulk shippers at the most con- 
venient shipping point and provide 
the carrier with a sufficient trade 
area from which to draw cargo mov- 
ing in both directions regardless of 
local seasonal fluctuations. 

► Direct Routes Sought — Slick also 
asks that its certificate include au- 
thorization to fly between specific 



would connect the five areas above. This type operation is especially de- 
signed to meet requirements of bulk shippers of perishables. 


areas on the most direct airway over 
which weather is flyable at any 
given time in order to minimize 

Other carriers, including U.S. Air- 
lines, St. Petersburg, Fla.; and Globe 
Freight Airlines, Hartford, Conn., 
have stressed the need for service 
to off-line points, possibly on an ir- 
regular basis, in addition to cities 
included along the main route. Ex- 
hibit map of U.S. shows a 100-mile 
area on either side of the main 
route, to which service would be 
provided. 


Report Justifies Dropping 
of West Virginia Service 


Failure of TWA, PCA and Amer- 
ican Airlines to provide service to 
Clarksburg and Morgantown, W. 
Va„ has been completely justified by 
safety considerations, and in view 
of the inadequate airport facilities 
resumption of stops at the two cities 
is not now feasible, CAB Examiners 
William J. Madden and Frank J. 
Trelease have reported following 
hearings on a Board investigation 
of the carriers’ decisions. 

The examiners recommended that 
the Board find economic factors did 
not enter into the service suspen- 
sions and added that the narrow 
margin of safety available during 


such that good fortune, more than 
anything else, prevented accidents. 
A temporary exemption permitting 
PCA to stop at Elkins, W. Va., on 
AM 55 was recommended to furnish 
a measure of relief to Clarksburg 
pending resumption of normal air 


Plan American Flying 
To Tokyo for UNRRA 

Pan American Airways has 
started a series of weekly charter 
flights to Shanghai via Tokyo under 
contract with UNRRA. The service, 
using Constellations, will continue 
into early summer. 

First flight, with 21 passengers, 
was made via Honolulu and Mid- 
way, but succeeding flights were to 
operate over the Great Circle route 
with an intermediate fueling stop at 
Adak, Alaska. The Tokyo-Adak seg- 
ment, hitherto not flown com- 
mercially, was surveyed on the first 
return flight, which was made with- 
out passengers. 

> Routes Compared — Distance from 
San Francisco to Tokyo, via Hono- 
lulu and Midway, is 6,253 ’’ files, 
compared with 4.789 betweer. Se- 
attle and Tokyo on the Great Circle 
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AIRPORT ROUNDUP 


N. Y. Airport Action 
To Wait on Surveys 

LaGuardia and Idlewild leases 

will be analyzed before being 

Immediate measures will be taken 
to set up the new Airport Authority 
for New York City under legislation 
passed recently by the State Legis- 
lature. 

Mayor O'Dwyer said he would ap- 
point the three members of the 
Authority as soon as Gov. Dewey 
signed the bill. Two surveys, one 
financial and engineering and the 
other statistical and documentary, 
are being completed for both La- 
Guardia Field and Idlewild Airport, 
but several steps, including full 
analysis of airline lease agreements, 
must be taken before they can be 
transferred from the City to the 
new authority. 

► Other Developments — Elsewhere 
there were the following develop- 
ments in the airport picture: 


Ui'' l x!' i | , on' 0,l— Pla "' S 810 Progressing 
Details were discussed at a recent meet- 



Tennessee Survey 

A survey to determine the air 
traffic Tennessee airports can 
expect for the next decade has 
been started by the University 
of Tennessee's Airport Develop- 
ment Laboratory, with the close 
attention of the State Bureau of 

The study started at Chat- 
tanooga, and in the near future 
will deal with the Tri-Cities 
(Johnson City, Bristol and 
Kingsport), Dyersburg, Jackson 
and Columbia. It will cover pas- 
senger, freight and express vol- 
ume and the number of private 
and commercial planes each 
airport should expect in the next 




Greek Agreement Signed 
An aviation agreement with 
Greece recently announced by the 
State Department contains Fifth 
Freedom provisions, without re- 
strictions on frequency. Another 
bilateral pact is being negotiated in 
Belgium, but is not expected to be 
completed for some time. Australia 
has drafted a reciprocal commercial 
air agreement with the U. S., but it 
will be submitted to the New Zea- 
land cabinet and is not expected to 
reach Washington for several weeks. 

New Dispatcher Certificate 
New and broader certificate re- 
quirements for aircraft dispatchers 
to bring U. S. regulations in line 
with proposed international agree- 
ments and provide recognition for 
an applicant's military experience 
(Aviation News, Dec. 24) have 
been made effective by CAB, They 
involve changes in Section 27.15 of 
the Civil Air Regulations. 



New LAMSA Terminal: The terminal building shown above is at LAMSA’s 
new $500,000 airport, completed recently about ten miles south of Juarez, 
Mexico, across the border from El Paso, Tex. LAMSA is a subsidiary of 
United Air Lines, and W. A. Patterson, UAL president, participated in the 
dedication ceremonies. The Mexican line expects to spend $4,000,000 in 
the next year to improve its facilities, and will have eight DC-3’s in oper- 
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siderable 


ATC- Airline Setup 
Explained by George 

Lt. Gen. Harold L. George, Air 
Transport Command chief, has 
called on ATC personnel at overseas 
bases to clarify their thinking on 
the relationship between ATC and 
civil airlines using foreign military 
bases and air routes. 

Relayed through commanding 
generals of five divisions, his letter 
answered criticism from ATC ranks 
depleted by demobilization. This 
pressure for demobilization, Gen. 
George disclosed, has cut ATC's air 
lift ability to the point that the 
command has had to reverse its 
policy of early termination of all 
contracts with civil carriers, and 
instead is negotiating for additional 
civil airline assistance. 

► Misunderstanding Seen — Appar- 
ently misunderstanding as to the 
mission of the command has arisen 
as ATC’s heavy wartime operation 
yielded to a peacetime function con- 
sisting in large part of supporting 
contract carrier or civil operations, 
and it was to personnel in the lat- 
ter activity that the message mainly 
was directed. 

Noting that it has been “mis- 
takenly charged" that ATC is oper- 
ating in some cases for the exclusive 


benefit of the airlines, Gen. George 
wrote that '-actually, ATC is not 
now performing any operation or 
activity solely in the interest of 
U. S. civil air carriers. 

► Perform Essential Service — Troops 
in the field who service quasi-com- 
mercial aircraft should realize, the 
message stated, that the airlines 
are performing an essential service 
which, because of demobilization, 
ATC does not have the aircraft or 
the personnel to render. Further- 
more, ATC's plans are based on the 
premise that the command will 
utilize the civil airlines to the full- 
est extent possible in event of 
another war. 

The U. S. must maintain, where 
possible, greatest flexibility of de- 
ployment, and this depends on 
existence of chains of bases con- 
nected by airways and requisite 
communications and weather aids, 
Gen. George pointed out. Such a 
network is vastly more important 
and difficult to maintain than 
tactical operations from fixed 
bases, which can be practiced in or 
out of the country. Value of an air- 
ways network, in contrast, lies in 
its continued existence at a useful 
functional level and susceptibility 
to immediate use. 

► Sees Army Burden Eased — “It 
does not take any great acumen," 
Gen. George said, “to see how the 
U. S. civil air operations fit into 
such a defense picture. It is en- 
tirely conceivable that the eventu- 
al firm establishment of civil 
carriers on overseas routes may re- 
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lieve the Army of a cons 
responsibility." 

The letter went to commanding 
generals of the North African, 
European, Atlantic, Pacific and 
Alaskan divisions. 

Air France to Start 
Service in June 

Signing of the Franco-American 
bilateral aviation agreement (Avia- 
tion News, April 1) has enabled 
Air France to make plans for in- 
auguration of regular Paris-New 
York service around June 2, com- 
pany representatives say. Begin- 
ning with weekly schedules, flights 
will be added as more four-engine 
equipment is delivered. Daily serv- 
ice is in prospect by fall. 

► Will Use American Planes — Air 
France will be equipped with Amer- 
ican planes entirely. Contracts have 
been signed for 13 Constellations, 
15 DC-4's and 35 DC-3's costing a 
total of $24,000,000. First of the 
DC-4's was scheduled for delivery 
last week at TWA’s Reading, Pa., 
training center, where French 
crews will take indoctrination 
flights. 

Other new services: 



Brazil-Europe Service 
Panair do Brasil, Brazilian na- 
tional airline and Pan American 
Airways affiliate, expects to inaug- 
urate Constellation service between 
South America and Europe within 
a month, Paulo Sampaio, president, 
announced recently. The carrier 
plans two flights weekly from Rio 
de Janeiro to Lisbon, London and 
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SHORTLINES 

y American has obtained right of 
entry to the Ardmore, Okla., Army 
Air Base and is preparing to open a 
pilots’ training school there under di- 
rection of Capt. William Arthur, re- 
cently discharged from the AAF. . . . 
y BranifT’s air freight service, inau- 
gurated in December, has increased 
month by month. February carriage 
of 20,494 lbs. compared with 11,108 in 
January. Revenue passenger miles in 
February were 66 percent higher than 
a year ago. Number of revenue pas- 
engers per mile was 17.11, compared 
to 16.37 in February last year. More 
than 95 percent of schedules were 
completed, against a February aver- 
age for the past few years of 88 per- 
cent. . . . Thirty men are receiving 
pilot training at Braniff’s Love Field 
base at Dallas. Most of the class, 
largest in Braniff history, are former 

i Colonial has joined the opposition 
to a request by W. R. Grace & Co. 
that CAB postpone decision in the 
Latin American case pending out- 
come of the Panagra Terminal case. 

► Delta plans to establish a mainte- 
nance base at Miami International 
Airport, transfering 175 employes 
from other bases to operate it. 

y Eastern has received delivery on 
the first of 20 DC-4’s being recon- 
verted at the Glenn L. Martin plant, 
and expects the second momentarily. 
Carrying 56 passengers, the planes 

facilitate loading and unloading. 

► KLM (Royal Dutch Airline) re- 
cently flew from LaGuardia Field to 
Amsterdam the first of four Douglas 
Skymasters it will use in service over 
the Atlantic. Besides 10 company em- 
ployes, the plane carried 11,000 lbs. 
of spare plane parts. 

1 Linhas Aeras Brasileiras (LAB) has 
announced inauguration of air serv- 
ice between Rio and Bahia. 
y Mid-Continent operating revenues 
for February totaled $322,078, a 99 
percent increase over the same month 
in 1945. Revenue passengers num- 
bered 15,581, an increase of 119 per- 
cent, while passenger load factor was 
80.37 percent compared with 58.03. 
Despite reduction in airmail pay rate, 
the month showed a profit of $19,311, 
against a net loss of $27,836 in Febru- 
ary, 1945. 

^National’s passenger miles for Feb- 
ruary were 79.24 percent above the 

miles were up 52 percent. 

) Northeast claims the largest per- 
centage of increase of any of the air- 
lines in revenue passenger miles and 
system load factor for the year 1945 
compared with 1944. Passenger miles 
were up 203 percent to 38,939,107 and 
the load factor increased from 59.43 
to 74.47. 

y Northwest carried 31,943 revenue 
passengers during February, com- 
pared with 17,016 in February, 1945. 


Revenue passenger miles were up 
from 11,100,495 to 19,574,139. 
y Panair do Brazil, Brazilian affiliate 
of Pan American, has received de- 
livery on what was reported the first 
Constellation for operation by a for- 
eign airline. Service is to start soon 
between Rio de Janeiro and Lisbon, 
Paris and London. 

► PCA disclosed that it will make 
Buffalo, N. Y., a maintenance point on 
the northern end of its system, if a 
satisfactory lease can be obtained. 
Regional and local officials met there 
recently to discuss major Pacific and 
Atlantic travel possibilities. Richard 
E. Fell, Eastern region vice-president, 
cited PCA's applications for overseas 
routes and said under the proposed 
merger with Northeast it will seek a 
Canadian outlet to Tokyo and the 
Far East, as well as a link with South 
Africa and Australia. . . . The com- 
pany is using microfilm for its perma- 
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EDITORIAL 


NAT A — Another Step Forward 


R eorganization of National Aviation Trades As- 
• sociation's structure from a regional to a state 
basis was proposed by members of the Third Region 
meeting last week in Chicago. State officials would 
elect national officers. This suggestion, which has 
arisen since the successful first region meeting in 
February, is a progressive step. 

It was wartime when NATA adopted the same 
regional system as was used by CAA, then the only 
customer of this industry which was converting to 
the greatest pilot training program the world has 

With return of normal commercial air services, 
however, the regional system no longer has any logi- 
cal basis for NATA. State operators groups, on the 
other hand, already have shown promise, primarily 


because of the similarity of members' problems. 

A strong, closely-knit national association, backed 
by -18 healthy state units, organized within six 
months, would command the respect immediately of 
Congress, government and other industries to an 
extent most operators now would believe impossible 
of attainment for years to come. 

Third Region executives, headed by President James 
Harrington, and the outstanding members who at- 
tended, deserve much commendation for a successful 
meeting. 

If other NATA regions show the enthusiasm, fore- 
sight, and intelligence already evident in the First 
and Third, there still is real hope that NATA will be 
salvaged and built up to a virile, authoritative voice 
of the aircraft service operator. 


CAB Ending the Log-Jam 


T hings are looking up at CAB. The President's 
recent appointment of Clarence Young and nom- 
ination of the distinguished James M. Landis to suc- 
ceed L. Welch Pogue, augur well for a CAB which 
will merit respect and prestige, although the im- 
minent loss of Mr. Pogue will be great indeed. He 
has performed an outstanding public service. 

Meanwhile, finally freed of the tremendous prob- 
lems inherent in formation of a world air transpor- 
tation organization, the Board s staff is accelerating 
its pace and has broken the log-jam of delayed 
opinions. The Rocky Mountain and Florida feeder 
decisions have been released. As this was written 
the outlook was for five more decisions soon, four of 
them on routes. These will include the New Eng- 
land and West Coast cases. The Hawaiian decision, 
involving overseas domestic service, also is due. The 
Board's second foreign route decision, the Latin 
American case, which has been batted about between 
State, War, and Navy Departments for so long, 
should see the light shortly. Further in the future 


is the Pacific case, involving new routes to the Orient. 

The vital non-scheduled exemption order case, 
in which CAB will decide whether and to what ex- 
tent it will regulate such carriers, is under study. 
The Board's approach to this problem is expected 
to be cautious, perhaps setting up guiding principles 
which will seek to protect the public, though still 
permit growth of this type of operation. A series of 
accidents by uncertificated carriers will assure a 
speedy crackdown. Maintenance of the recent good 
performance record will be the best guarantee of 
least government control. 

But with prompt issuance in each area of feeder 
decisions and their promise of mail rates the Board 
will end the long period of uncertainty which has 
cost feeder applicants so many thousands of dollars 
in hearings, procedures, and in business lost to un- 
certificated but operating passenger air carriers. Feel- 
ing at CAB is that Summer will see the critical bottle- 
neck in decisions broken. 

Robert H. Wood. 
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Smoother flying and undisturbed 
comfort in rough air win immediate, 
favorable passenger response. The 
remarkable improvement made pos- 
sible by the Sperry A-12 Gyropilot 
is evident at all times — in the elim- 
ination of over-control and in the 
absence of"hunting” and "wallowing.” 
With this Gyropilot, the human 
pilot has complete gyro-stabilized con- 
trol of his aircraft for true comfort and 
efficient flight operation and for . . . 

landing 

• Perfectly banked turns at any air 


• Automatic holding of any selected 
altitude 

trols for changing load'conditkins 
and speeds 

• Electric and mechanical interlocks 

• Automatic and instantaneous syn- 
pointers or other indications 


low service maintenance— any unit 
can be replaced in a matter of 


Here is the instrument that revolu- 
tionizes all former conceptions of 
comfort in air travel. Our Aeronautical 
Department will be glad to supply 
you with complete information about 
the Sperry Model A-1 2 Gyropilot. 


ft Sperry Gyroscope Company, Inc. 


trill — continuously slaved to the 
magnetic meridian 
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Lightweight VHF for Aircraft 


The 17K-1 is a five frequency, crystal controlled radio transmitter for 
commercial and itinerant aircraft use in the 122-132 me band. The com- 
plete transmitter, including a dynamotor power supply, is housed in a 
single V 2 ATR unit cabinet. Transmitter, control box, and interconnecting 
cable weigh less than 20 pounds. 

Remote control facilities allow complete freedom in locating the 
17K-1 in the plane. An antenna transfer relay is available, if desired, 
in order to operate a receiver from the transmitting antenna. 

The power output, adequate for the VHF range, is conservatively 
rated at 5 watts. Total power drain is held to a minimum during both 
stand-by and operation. 

The audio circuit employs peak clipping to raise appreciably the effec- 
tive modulation level and allow full use of the carrier power. 

The 17K-1, thoroughly engineered and flight tested, enables its owners 
to obtain maximum benefit from the new VHF aircraft frequencies. 
Write today for early delivery. The Collins Radio Company, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; 11 West 42nd Street, New York 18, N. Y. 

IN RADIO COMMUNICATIONS, IT’S... 


Frequency range: 122-132 me. 
Size: J-j ATR unit. 
Total weight: less than 
20 pounds. 

Number of frequencies : five. 
Frequency control: 
quartz crystals. 

Power output: 

5 watts minimum. 

Type of emission: 
voice modulation. 
Output impedance: 

50 ohm concentric line. 
Power source: 12 volts d-c 
or 26.5 volts d-c. 
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